Family Service

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS:

SENTENCES AND CALL:

PRAYER (Adoration and Invocation):

PRAISE:
242
Hosanna, Hosanna

PRAISE:
454
Majesty, worship His Majesty

PRAYER (Confession and thanks):

PRAISE:
32
An army of ordinary people

READINGS:
Ruth 1: 15-19, Ruth 2: 8-12 and Ruth 4: 13-16

DVD PRESENTATION: ‘Samaritan’s Purse’ (Shoe Box Appeal)

ALL-AGE TALK:
‘Ruth and Boaz’

PRAISE and OFFERING:
Brother, sister let me serve you
PRAYER (Offering and Intercession):
Edna

PRAISE:
445
Lord the light of your love is shining

BENEDICTION:
The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit; be with us all evermore.
(All-Age Talk)


Ruth and Boaz

Intro:

What do you get if you cross a Lassie dog with a Rotweiler?  A dog that bites your finger off and then runs for help.  Thankfully the real Lassie in the films was obviously a pedigree.  The only fingers she bit were the bad guys.  Whenever there was trouble she could always be relied upon to help.

One of the main lessons we learn from the book of Ruth is about the importance of having a Lassie attitude.  In the original Hebrew on a number of occasions the main characters Ruth and Boaz are described as showing ‘Hesed’.  ‘Hesed’literally means love and loyalty.  It implies commitment, faithfulness and a generosity of Spirit that is willing to go the extra mile.  In essence it is having the Lassie attitude.

Ruth displays this attitude on a number of occasions as the story unfolds.  When her husband dies rather than returning home to the security of her own country and family with better prospects of future marriage, she chooses to travel and live with her elderly, grieving mother in law Naomi in a foreign culture with no income and few prospects.  Boaz also lives by the Lassie principle.  Even in a time of recession in Bethlehem, He makes sure that the corn at the edges of his fields isn’t cut so that the poor can pick it for food.  He is also kind to this poor local migrant girl Ruth who he sees gleaning this corn in order to provide for herself and her mother in law.  In both cases we see Ruth and Boaz displaying the character of God by living in obedience to God’s commands.  They cared for family, the elderly and the refugee.  They were kind, loving, generous and went the extra mile for the sake of others.

I’m so encouraged by you in this church for time and again I have watched you live with a Lassie attitude.  You give generously to others, even when things are tight.  You care for your families and for those who are affected by poverty.  There is an open welcome for everyone in this church no matter where you come from or what your social or religious background is.  You give of your time and talents on top of busy work schedules to make the life of this church what it is.

All I want to say this morning is thank you and also to encourage you to keep it up even when at times like this the temptation is to baton down the hatches and think only of our own needs.

The reason I want to encourage you to continue showing ‘Hesed’ love is because as we do this people’s lives are blessed, we are blessed and God’s glory is shone throughout the world.

As Ruth showed ‘Hesed’ love Naomi’s sadness was turned to joy and her hunger was satisfied with bread.  Through Boaz’s kindness a stranger was made to feel welcome in a foreign country and given the opportunity to improve her own life and the life of her family.  

I also want to encourage you that as you show ‘hesed’ love you also will be blessed.  Jesus said it is more blessed to give than to receive.  In this story we see this truth played out.  Through Ruth’s sacrifice for her mother in law, her entrepreneurial spirit and hard-working attitude, God leads her to the man of her dreams.  Boaz’s kindness and integrity towards a poor refugee is rewarded by God blessing him with a wife many years his junior.  Shortly after they are married, God blesses the happy couple and doting granny Naomi with a beautiful baby boy called Obed, the grandfather of King David.

As you and I determine to live the Lassie principle, showing kindness and concern for others, not only will people be blessed but we will be blessed in return.  That blessing may come in many different ways-a new found friendship, the joy of seeing the smile on another person’s face, having our understanding of humanity enriched, or the assurance that God is working in our hearts.  But whatever form God’s blessing comes, God promises us that it will come.  When we live lives of love, kindness and generosity others will be blessed and we will be blessed.

Above all, when we live by the Lassie principle, God’s loving character will be displayed for all to see and many will give Him the glory that He deserves.  So we read at the wonderful news of the birth of Obed the women in Bethlehem turn to Naomi saying, “Praise be to the Lord who this day has not left you without a kinsman redeemer.”

Conclusion:

Let me encourage you over the next week to take time to read the book of Ruth.  As you do so see how the characters show kindness, love, sacrifice and commitment to one another.  See how as a result many people are blessed and rewarded with God’s blessing.  See how such a lifestyle brings glory and honour to God.  And lastly, pray that God will give us all the grace and wisdom to follow in their footsteps.

Call:
“Give thanks to God for He is good and His love endures forever.”

Adoration and Invocation:

Amazing God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit we worship you today for your kindness, your goodness, your mercy and love.  We bless you for your faithfulness and your unfailing commitment to us.  We thank you most of all for providing us a Saviour in the person of your Son.  We bless you for the gift of your holy Spirit our comforter and guide.  We thank you for the privilege to be able to come and worship you together in freedom and without fear.  We simply ask that you will be present among us this morning.  May we all experience your love and care in a new and living way as we bring to you our praise.  May our praise and worship bring you great delight and joy.  This we ask in Jesus name and for His sake, Amen.,

Confession and Thanks:

Lord as well as remembering that you are kind and loving we also take time to recall that you are Holy.  Everything you say and do is right.  You cannot abide wrongdoing in any shape or form.  You will not allow injustice to go unnoticed, you will not allow sin to go unpunished.  You alone will judge the earth and everyone in it with all fairness.  We admit to you that we are sinners, we still do, say and think things that are against your holy will.  In the silence now we ask you to search us and know our hearts, see if there is any offensive way in us and lead us in your way everlasting…PAUSE…

Thank you for your promise that when we confess our sins you forgive us and the sacrifice of your Son Jesus Christ cleanses us from all our sin.  Thank you that in Christ we have been set free to live in a way that pleases you and brings us much joy.  Thank you that you are for us and not against us.  Thank you that we can trust in your constant care and your complete control of every detail of our lives.  These prayers we offer in Jesus’ name who teaches us to pray…”Our Father who art in heaven.”

Offering and Intercession:
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