Order of Service Arklow Presbyterian 10.00 a.m.

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS:

CALL to WORSHIP:

PRAYER (Adoration and Invitation):

PRAISE:
King of Kings, Majesty

PRAYER (Confession and thanks):

CHILDREN’S TALK:
‘Don’t give up whenever you mess up!’

PRAISE:
59
Blessed assurance

(Announce that children leave for Sunday School after this hymn)

READING 1:
Exodus 2: 11-25

READING 2:
Exodus 3: 1-12

PRAISE:
Lord I come to you, let my heart be changed, renewed

SERMON:
‘Failure isn’t final’

OFFERING AND INTERCESSION:

PRAISE:
759
When the trumpet of the Lord shall sound

BENEDICTION:
The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit; be with us all evermore.
Children’s Talk
‘Don’t give up whenever you mess up!’

Intro:

Can you think of things that you find tricky?

There are lots of things in life that can be a challenge.  Many things in life are difficult.  It might be learning how to write, or moving to a new school.  It is also not always easy to live the way God wants.  Many times in life we fail to do things the way we want.  Sometimes we fail to do the things we know we should and we let God down.  When that happens, when we fail, we can feel sad.  We can even think things like, “I’m no use, or Maybe God doesn’t like me any more.”
Moses was one of the greatest heroes in the bible.  He was one of the best leaders that the Israelites, God’s people ever had.  Moses even wrote the first 5 books of the bible.  But even Moses messed up!  Even Moses failed.  One day he saw one of his friends being beaten up by somebody else.  Do you know what he did?  He got so mad that he killed him and then he tried to hide the body by burying it in the sand.  But the King of the land Pharoah found out and he wanted to kill Moses.  So Moses had to runaway to the desert.  He had to hide there for the next forty years!  Moses thought because he’d failed that God wouldn’t use him anymore.  But one day God came to Moses and said, “I want you to be the next leader of my people Israel.  I have chosen you to rescue them from the hands of the cruel Egyptians.”

Lesson:

When you mess up, when you make a mistake in your homework, when you get some of your sums wrong, when you miss a penalty kick, when you say something you shouldn’t or do something you know is wrong then remember Moses.  Remember don’t give up when you mess up!  You can still get it right if you keep on trying.  God still loves you and still wants you to do stuff for him.

Failure isn’t final
Intro:
I wonder how Thierri Henri is feeling this morning.  He knows that handling the ball caused Ireland to be unfairly eliminated from the world cup finals in South Africa.  I’m sure deep down he feels guilty.  I’m sure deep down he’s worried about the long-term consequences for his reputation and career.  I’m sure he’s hurting deeply at the shame he has brought upon himself and his nation.  I’m sure he wonders what his wife and family think of him.
Today’s OT hero is someone who failed in a huge and very public way.  This person’s life could be summarised in the words of Fiorello la Guardia who was the Mayor of New York in 1930.  He said, “I don’t fail often but when I do it’s a beaut!”  Today’s OT hero is Moses.  One of the most important lessons that we can learn from his life is that failure, no matter how great is never final.
We all need to learn this lesson because at the end of the day we’re all just like Thierri Henri.  Fortunately for most of us our failures have been a lot less public and haven’t  had such major consequences.   But then again, maybe they have.  But whether large or small I’m pretty sure that deep down they can make us feel just as guilty.  Deep down the knowledge of our failures can damage our self esteem.  Deep down the times we’ve messed up can threaten to cloud every moment of our lives and stop us from trying something new.
The good news is that for Moses failure wasn’t the end of a life of meaning.  For Moses failure didn’t signal the end of his relationship or usefulness to God.  And what was true of Moses can be true for us.  In the words of Winston Churchill, expressed when the Nazis were bombing London, “This is not the end.  It is not even the beginning of the end.  But it is perhaps the end of the beginning.”  Like Churchill, like Moses, we need to begin to realise that failure isn’t final, but is a teaching tool that God uses to help us grow and mature in our faith and personality.  We need to cultivate the attitude of Churchill who said, “Success is moving from one failure to another with no loss of enthusiasm.”  As we begin to interpret failure correctly we can actually take giant steps towards maturity in our faith and in our personal lives.
So how exactly did Moses mess up and what lessons did he learn from his failure?
1 God’s way and God’s timing are best:

Moses was an Israelite, a Hebrew.  In order to save his life his mother had cleverly devised a plan whereby he was adopted by the Egyptian princess and brought up in the security of the Pharoah’s palace.  But Moses never forgot his roots and his national pride.  It made him sick to his stomach to see his countrymen being abused by the Egyptian military and forced into hard labour.  On one occasion he saw an Egyptian actually beating one of his fellow Hebrews.  This was the straw that broke the camel’s back.  Moses glanced both ways to make sure no-one was watching and he battered the Egyptian to death.  In an attempt to cover up the crime, he buried the body in the sand.  Unfortunately some of his own people had seen him and rather than heralding him as a hero they despised him for his actions.  So when he tries to intervene in a fight between two of his own countrymen he is told, “You’re one to be telling us not to fight!”  “Sure look at what you did to that poor Egyptian!”  To make matters worse, word of his actions gets to the Pharoah who tries to have Moses assassinated.  Luckily Moses escapes to an obscure desert region called Midian.  As he sat down by a well Moses must certainly have begun to learn that the end doesn’t justify the means.  Sure the deliverance of God’s people from slavery was something that would have been just.  It was something that God Himself was deeply concerned about.  But that deliverance would have to come in God’s time and it would have to be according to means that were sanctioned by God.  Moses’ impatient zeal and his methodology had only ended in failure rather than success.
How many times have we rushed into situations without praying and without thinking?  Like a dog straining at the leash we’ve rushed ahead of God because circumstances weren’t moving fast enough.  But in trying to force events we’ve forced ourselves into ill health.  In trying to force people we’ve only served to alienate them.  How many times have we tried to do things our own way rather than God’s way, thinking that the end justifies the means.  Perhaps in so doing we’ve been dishonest or manipulative but as a consequence we have forfeited God’s blessing and have ended up sat down in a wilderness of despair.
Of course none of this means that we should be lazy or inactive.  But one of the good things about failure is that it teaches us to stay close to God in prayer, always asking as we plan and prioritise, “Lord what do you want?  How should we do this?  Is it the right time?”  It reminds us that stopping and listening to God is as important as doing and speaking.  I don’t know about you but that’s a lesson that I need to learn!
2
Hiding wrong only postpones its discovery:

The second lesson this incident in Moses’ life teaches us is that trying to cover up our wrongdoing only postpones its discovery.  Moses thought that burying the body would have kept his crime a secret.  But the next day, to his horror it was all over the front page of the Egyptian Times.  The truth is we’re all like that.  We’re all born with the Adamic muscle.  If we go right back to the story of Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden what do we find?  We discover that the first thing they did when they knew that they’d done wrong was to hide in the bushes and to try and cover their nakedness by making clothing out of fig leaves.  They had sinned against God!  They felt guilty!  So they tried to cover it up!  It’s the basic human instinct that we all have.  It’s why most people lie because they are afraid to admit the truth and be found out.  We all try to keep up appearances, especially in the church, but maybe one of the most encouraging things we could possibly do would be to pass the microphone around someday and ask the question, “When was the last time you took a nosedive?”  “How did you feel when you did something that you knew to be wrong?”  Don’t worry I’m not planning in doing it, but I bet that after our initial embarrassment, most of us would find it a huge relief and a great encouragement to know that we could drop the mask and be honest about the struggles and the failures we all experience, even as the people of God.    And let me tell you something, I’m just as human as you are.  I struggle and I fail in the same ways as you do.  But you know what that’s OK!  We don’t have to be afraid to admit our failures.  We don’t have to try and bury them in the sand.  Because God already knows about them!  What’s more He still love us and like a child coming to its mother to say ‘sorry’ so God longs for us just to be realistic long enough to apologise.  The even more encouraging truth is that when we do confess our failures, God accepts it and says, “Right, it’s forgotten, now let’s move on.”  Let me encourage you not only to be honest about your failures with God, but never be afraid to be honest about your failures with each other.  It’s only then that we can truly develop a spirit of understanding and love amongst us that will enable us together to overcome our failures and to be more regularly the people that God would want us to be.
3
Failure shapes us into the likeness of Christ:

For me the most interesting thing about this whole story is how Moses’ great failure helped to shape him into the person that God wanted him to be- a person who was more God-like.  This moulding of his character seems to begin almost immediately.  We read that one of Moses’ first acts having fled the scene of his crime was to help a damsel in distress.  In fact it wasn’t just one damsel it was seven.  Seven daughters of a Midianite priest were drawing water from the well and pouring it into animal troughs for their father’s sheep to drink.  Then along came some shepherds who started harassing the women.  Moses comes to their rescue and then helps them to water the flock.

Moses’ experience was already honing him into someone who was more Christ-like.  Now that his grand designs of single-handedly delivering the nation had failed he was ready to do the next task, something altogether more down to earth.  Interestingly, in this simple act he helped more people than he’d ever helped with his actions in Egypt.  Through failure Moses was learning how to be a servant, he was learning the importance of doing the next task.  To be Christ-like is to be a servant.  We’ve all had experiences like Moses.  Maybe we’ve had great ambitions but those dreams have evaporated.  Dreams of writing a book.  Dreams of having a thriving business.  Dreams of being the next Irish rugby star.  Dreams of being the best mother.  But God in His wisdom sometimes has other plans and through those plans is trying to teach us to be more like himself.  How do these failures and painful experiences teach us to be more like God?  Because we learn the importance of servanthood.  The essence of which is being willing to do the next and the least of tasks.  So rather than owning a business we take up a position for someone else.  Instead of becoming the next Irish rugby star we sign on to coach the under 12 school team.  Instead of becoming a mother, we look for opportunities to spend more time with our niece or help out in the crèche.  

Another way that Moses’ failure was teaching him to be more God-like was in his willingness to live in obscurity.  If he’d lived in Egypt Moses would have inherited the position of the next Pharoah.  Now, because of his failure he was sidelined for the next 40years in the Midian desert.  There, instead of setting government policy he spends his days herding sheep.  There, rather than marrying the next Cleopatra, he finds himself betrothed to the daughter of a sheep farmer.  And when this shepherdess bears him a son, Moses gives him the name, “Gershom” which means ‘sojourner’ or ‘a stranger in a foreign land.’  When eventually the Pharoah died and the cry of the Israelites came before God and I’m quite sure came down the grapevine to Midian, Moses doesn’t rise up to the challenge.  He no longer sees himself as the great hope of Israel.  Rather he is content with the quiet life he has.

Another mark of Christ-likeness is being willing to live and work in the background rather than the limelight.  In the body of Christ all of us have been given different gifts.  It doesn’t matter what those gifts are.  They are all equally important.  If one of those gifts stops functioning then the entire body will stop functioning.  I want to thank you all for the part you play in the life of this church.  Whether its as a committee or session member, playing music, teaching children, making coffee, cleaning, taking pictures, doing power-point, making buns, giving generously, praying, singing, spraying weeds or giving people lifts.  It is all equally important.  It’s only as each of us plays our part that together we can function effectively as the body of Christ.  Like Moses God often allows us to fail in order to teach us to be content with the gifts and the role he gives us.  It’s often only through our failures that God teaches us to be satisfied not to be in the limelight or if he thrusts us on to the stage to appreciate all that is going on behind the scenes.

4
Failure isn’t final:

When Moses eventually heard that the Israelites were still in dire straits and crying out to God he didn’t organise a rescue party.  He’d learned his lesson to wait upon God and His timing.  He was ready to rely more completely on God and less on his own abilities.  But despite the lessons that he’d learned through failure Moses still felt that in terms of leadership and delivering God’s people that his failure had been final.  But God knew better.  God knew that after all these years Moses was finally ready.  He wasn’t so cock-sure of himself anymore.  In fact he’d become so self-effacing that when God appeared to him in a burning bush to call him to lead the people out of Egypt his reply was, “Who me?” “I can’t do that!”
But with God’s help Moses did do it and eventually he leads the Israelites out of Egypt and towards the promised land.

So we’re back to where we started at the beginning.  The greatest lesson we can learn from Moses’ life is that failure isn’t final.  Even when the memory of our failures make us react like Moses saying, “I can’t do that!”  “I’m finished!” God says, “No you’re not.  You’re more ready than you were before!”  “You’ve learned the lessons that you needed to learn.  Now get going and don’t give up!”

Let me ask you.  What are you trying to prove?  Who are you trying to impress?  Why don’t you step off the treadmill and just be yourself.  Ask God to use you warts and all.  Remember failure isn’t final.  It’s probably the best lesson you’ve ever learned.  And because of it you’re now more ready than you ever were to be the person God wants you to be and to do that task the way God wants it done!

Call:

“Come let’s joyfully praise our God, proclaiming the rock of our Salvation.  Come before Him with thanksgiving and greet Him with melody.  For our God is a great God, the King above all Kings.”

Adoration and Invitation:

Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit we bow again before you this morning.  You are the one who made us.  You are the one who owns us.  You are the one who deserves our full allegiance.  Yet Lord your greatness isn’t something that causes us to run away from you in fear because we know that You loves us more than anyone else in all the world.  It is a privilege for us to be your children and to come to church this morning to bring you our worship.  So as we sing and pray and listen to your word we ask that you will encourage us, strengthen us, forgive us and minister to our individual needs through your holy spirit.  May we leave here with renewed hope and strength to worship you in the week ahead in all that we say and think and do.  So may our lives bring you the glory that you deserve.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Thanks and confession:

O Lord our God we admit to you that we have sinned against you.  Like Moses we have run ahead of you, we have done things that are wrong, believing that the end justifies the means.  We have tried to hide our wrongdoing but you have seen it.  We have harmed our own self-worth and tarnished not only ours but also your reputation.  Forgive us, have mercy on us and restore us so that we may serve you once again with joy.  Thank you that like Moses our failure is never final.  Thank you that as far as the east is from the west, so far has Christ removed our transgressions from us.  Thank you that you use our failures to teach us the lessons we need to learn and to shape us more into the likeness of Christ.  Thank you that like Moses you still choose to use us and call us to be a help to others.  So help us like Moses to be willing to say ‘Yes’ to you every time we fail and to keep on keeping on.

Offering and Intercession:

Oh God, as we bring to you our offering we also offer again ourselves to be your living sacrifices.  We offer ourselves to be your instruments of help to others.  We offer our lives to be a fragrant offering spreading the aroma of your love and kindness wherever we go.  Please accept this offering and use it for your glory.  We also think of everyone who has experienced the pain of failure and who have become so discouraged that life seems pointless.  Oh God break into their darkness by your Spirit with the assurance that failure isn’t final and with the hope that with God all things are possible.  We remember all those who are sick, lonely or mourning.  We think of everyone whose lives have been affected by the recent flooding.  We pray for the safety of everyone who works for the rescue services.  These prayers we offer in Jesus’ name who teaches us to pray saying: Our Father…
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