Order of Service Arklow Presbyterian 10.00 a.m.

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS:

CALL to WORSHIP:

PRAYER (Adoration and Invitation):

PRAISE:
708
To God be the glory

READING 1:
Jonah 3: 1-10
CHILDREN’S TALK:

PRAISE:
Faithful One so unchanging (words below)

(Announce that children leave for Sunday School after this hymn)

PRAYER (Confession and thanks):

READING 2:
Jonah 4: 1-11

PRAISE:
How deep the Father’s love for us (words below)
SERMON:
‘Jonah and the Fish’

OFFERING AND INTERCESSION:

PRAISE:
296
I stand amazed in the presence

BENEDICTION:
The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit; be with us all evermore.
Faithful One

Faithful One so unchanging 
Ageless One You’re my rock of peace 
Lord of all I depend on You 
I call out to You, again and again 
I call out to You, again and again 

You are my rock in times of trouble 
You lift me up when I fall down 
All through the storm 
Your love is the anchor 
My hope is in You alone 

Faithful One so unchanging 
Ageless One You’re my rock of peace 
Lord of all I depend on You 
I call out to You, again and again 
I call out to You, again and again 

You are my rock in times of trouble 
You lift me up when I fall down 
All through the storm 
Your love is the anchor 
My hope is in You alone 




END

How Deep the Father’s Love for us.

How deep the Father’s love for us

How vast beyond all measure

That He should give His only Son

To make a wretch His treasure

How great the pain of searing loss

The Father turns His face away

As wounds which mar the chosen one

Bring many sons to glory.

Behold the man upon the cross

My sin upon His shoulders

Ashamed I hear my mocking voice

Call out among the scoffers

It was my sin that held him there

Until it was accomplished

His dying breath has brought me life

I know that it is finished.

I will not boast in anything

No gifts no power no wisdom

But I will boast in Jesus Christ

His death and resurrection

Why should I gain from His reward?

I cannot give an answer

But this I know with all my heart

His wounds have paid my ransom.

END

Jonah and the Big Fish
Intro:
Is there a God?  It’s a question people have always asked.  Richard Dawkins who wrote the book “the God delusion” is an evangelical atheist.  He is certain that God does not exist.  In fact He is so convinced of this that He actively seeks to convert people to atheism.  According to a friend, he has recently started to set up summer-schools for young people to educate them with his views.  I may not have the intellect of Dawkins but as Charles Spurgeon once said , ‘an ounce of wisdom is better than a tonne of knowledge.’  When I look at the variety and complexity of the animals and plants, when I listen to the crash of the waves and climb a beautiful mountain like the Wicklow Hills, when I gaze up at the stars on a moonlit night and think of the wonder of my own human body, I’m left with only one conclusion, “There must be intelligence behind all this!  There must be a God!”  For me it takes greater faith and demands less rational thought to be an atheist than to believe that there is a God.  But even when we get to the point of believing in God we’re still left with another nagging question, “But what is God like?”  Thankfully God hasn’t left us in the dark on this question. God reveals Himself to us through the record of His dealings with His people the Israelites and in the record of the life and teachings of His Son Jesus Christ and those who followed Him.  In other words, God reveals Himself to us through the pages of Holy Scripture.  Because God chooses to reveal himself to us in the bible, one of the most important questions we must always ask as we read the bible is, “What does this teach me about God?”
That’s what I want us to do this morning.  As we look at the book of Jonah I want us to ask ourselves, “What does this book teach me about God?”  “What does this book tell me about what God is like?”  
1 God is loving and merciful towards His own people:

There are a number of things Jonah teaches us about God but one of the main lessons of the book is that God is loving and merciful towards His own people.  Many years before Jonah, God had decided to choose a particular nation out of all the tribes in the world.  He had decided to set His love upon them in a special way and reveal Himself to them in particular.  It wasn’t that God didn’t love the other people in the world whom He had made.  It wasn’t that He wasn’t good to the other nations of the world.  It was just that in His wisdom He knew that choosing one nation in particular would be the best way of carrying out His overall plan for the world.  That plan was that having educated His chosen nation about Himself and having experienced His love, they would then be able to tell others about God so that eventually the whole world could share in His goodness and love.  In particular God promised that from this nation one day He would raise up a special heavenly King who would not only rule and judge them fairly but would be their deliverer, their rescuer, their Saviour.  This special King, this Messiah, this Saviour would also be sent to save people from every tribe and nation in the world, not just the Israelites.  Jonah was one of God’s specially chosen nation.  Jonah was an Israelite.  He was also an Israelite with a very important job.  He was a prophet.  A prophet was someone who brought God’s messages to His people.  He was in a sense, God’s spokesperson.  The message God gave Jonah on this occasion was to go to the headquarters of their greatest enemy and tell them that God loved them.  If they stopped living in ways that were cruel and unkind God would forgive them.  It’s clear from Jonah’s reaction that he was furious that God would be so gracious!  Didn’t he realise these people were the arch enemies of God’s own people?  So Jonah defiantly hitches a ride on a boat headed West, the exact opposite of the direction of Nineveh.  Jonah should have realised that you can’t outsmart God.  There’s nowhere we can go to escape God’s presence and power and all-seeing eye.  So in order to get Jonah’s attention God sent a huge storm that threatened the lives of everyone on board the ship.  Eventually Jonah admits to the terrified crew that it’s all his fault.  Reluctantly, they take his advice and throw him overboard in the hope that God will spare their lives.  In their minds Jonah has been lost at sea but in love and mercy God has better plans for his stubborn prophet.  God sends some kind of great sea-creature to swallow Jonah up and inside the fish’s belly He gets a chance to think about his attitudes, his disobedience and the consequences he has brought on a group of sailors never mind himself.  His contemplation moves to prayer and Jonah asks God to forgive Him.  In answer to His confession God causes the fish to spew Jonah onto a nearby beach.  Having picked himself up and dried himself out, Jonah sets off for the city of Nineveh to deliver God’s message to the people.
Isn’t it true that we’re often like Jonah.  We know what God wants us to do but for whatever reason we deliberately do the exact opposite.  Even though we are Christians, people specially chosen by God to receive His love and kindness, we think we know better than God, we think we can escape His gaze, we think we can disobey Him without any costs.  We think we can set our own course in life rather than following the directions in His word.  But it doesn’t work like that.  Eventually like Jonah we find ourselves in a dark place, having made things difficult for other people along the way.  It’s amazing how often God brings storms into our lives to bring us to our senses.  The good news is, God is gracious and merciful to us, His children.  Like Jonah, His love for us never fails and His restoring grace is only ever a prayer away.  This is one of the most important lessons in the book of Jonah.  It teaches us what God is like.  He is a God who loves His children, even when they are disobedient.  Sure like Jonah he allows us to learn from our mistakes, as we sometimes allow our own children to do their own thing, even when we know those experiences will be painful.  But like a good parent when the lesson has been learned and the words ‘sorry’ have been spoken God forgives us and restores us and sends us on our way with His full support and blessing.  I want to encourage you this morning, wherever you’re at in your relationship with God, whatever direction you’re headed, God loves you more than you can ever really appreciate.  God is for you, not against you!  God is always full of grace and full of mercy.  He is patient, kind and generous.  He knows and wants what is best for you.  Trust him.  Turn to Him.  Listen to Him.  Follow him.  He is always willing to give you a second chance.
2
God is loving and merciful to all people, even our enemies:

So Jonah arrives in Nineveh.  He sets up his microphone in the town centre, stands on his soap box and begins to preach.  His message is simple, “If you don’t change your ways God will judge you.  If you do change God will forgive you because He loves you.”  Amazingly, the reaction of the people is almost instantaneous.  The King, sends out a royal decree calling for a national fast.  Everyone in the city is commanded to stop eating and drinking, to put on sack cloth and stop doing wrong and to cry out to God for mercy.  As a result, God sees their sincerity.  He forgives them for the wrong ways in which they have been living.  He doesn’t bring the judgement upon them that their wickedness deserved.  Again this section of Jonah’s story teaches us something very important about God.  It reminds us that God is loving and merciful to all people, even those who we would consider to be our enemies.  Let that sink in for a minute, because its implications can be far reaching.  God loves all the people in the world as much as He loves you.  God loves those people you consider to be your enemies as much as He loves you!  Whether they are black or white, whether they are Irish or British whether they are working class or upper class, whether they are United fans or Chelsea, whether they are Protestant or Catholic, Baptist or Church of Ireland, Hindu or Muslim.  God loves all people equally and Christ died for them all.  God doesn’t want anyone to have to experience His judgement, He longs that everyone should come to repentance and be forgiven.   
3 We need to become more like God in our attitudes:

When we ask ourselves the question, “What does Jonah teach us about God?”  we discover that God is loving and merciful to His own children, to those who have a relationship with Him through Christ.  We also find that He is loving and merciful to all people no matter what their class, colour or religion and that He wants all people to turn from what is wrong and know Hs forgiveness.  Now that we’ve answered the question, “What does Jonah teach us about God?”  the final question we need to ask ourselves is “How should I respond?”
Well the first thing that we need to do is to commit ourselves to living a life of repentance and obedience.  You see, some people talk about God’s love as if they’re paying for a bottomless coffee in a restaurant.  It’s as if knowing that God is loving and merciful means you can do or have as much of whatever you want and you won’t owe God anything.  But how warped a sense of true love is that.  It’s like saying, “well because I’m so sure of how much my parents love me that I’ll take money from their purse and spend it on whatever I want.  I’ll stay out to the early hours every night even though I know they worry about me and don’t go to sleep until I’m in.  I’ll not care about how I live or what I say even when I know it may bring shame upon them.  After all they love me, they’ll be OK with it!”   When we realise what God is like.  When we see from the bible just how merciful and loving He is and realise how kind and generous He is to us we will want to respond positively.  That means we’ll  want to come every week and give Him the praise He deserves.  That means we’ll want to sit at His feet and listen to what He says by reading the bible.  That means we’ll want to ask him stuff and share our lives with Him in prayer.  That means we’ll want to live in way that pleases Him and will bring honour to His name.  Let’s not throw God’s love for us back in His face.  Let’s love Him back and live for His honour in order to say thanks.  We need to pray that God would increase our love for Him every day.
Lastly, how should we respond when we realise that God loves everyone else just as much as us, even those people we consider to be our enemies?  We need to ask God to change us from the inside out.  We need to cry out to Him to help us to root out every ounce of hatred and racism and bitterness and unforgiveness that lurks within all of our hearts.  You know we can fool ourselves, we can become so spiritually proud and think I’m not like that, I’ve no prejudices.  I know from human experience, I know from my own heart that we all have prejudices.  We all have people that we find it difficult to love.  We all have people whom when God says “Go” we say “No!”  To go might mean to start a conversation, it might mean to sit beside someone you’ve never sat beside.  Let me ask you this morning as I’ve asked myself on many occasions, “Where or who is your Nineveh?”  
Call:
Serve the Lord with gladness, come before His presence with singing.  Enter into his gates with thanksgiving and into His courts with praise.  Be thankful unto him and bless His name.  For the Lord is good, His mercy is everlasting and His truth endures for all generations.

Adoration and invitation:
Lord it’s great to be able to come and worship you today.  Everything we have is an expression of your goodness and kindness.  Our health, our food and water, our families and friends, our work and leisure, our gifts and talents.  Lord you are so gracious and merciful.  Your love is higher than the highest mountain and deeper than the deepest ocean.  Thank you loving us enough to send Jesus to die for our sins.  Thank you for caring about us enough to place the gift of your spirit within us.  Almighty God, You are worth praising.  You are worth listening to.  You deserve the very best that we can give you every day.  So help us to see this time each Sunday more and more as something special.  And may it bring you great joy to see and hear our songs and prayers and to see the intention of our hearts to listen to your word and to want to obey.  For the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

Thanks and Confession:

Father, it’s good for us in a busy week to stop for a few moments, to take stock and to recall those things that we have said or done or thought which have displeased you and have hurt those around us.  Speak to us now in the silence and reveal to us these things…PAUSE…It’s also good for us to hear your words of comfort “Go in peace your sins are forgiven.”  We thank you that you are so gracious and merciful.  Thank you that you are so patient with us.  Thank you that you are slow to get angry and quick to bless.  Thank you that you are the God of the second and third and fourth chance.  Thank you that you love us more than we can ever fully appreciate.  Thank you that you are for us and not against us.  Thank you that your plans for us are perfect and that you somehow make all things work together for good for those who love you.  Thank you that you never leave us or forsake us.  Thank you that you always hear us when we cry to you.  Lord help us not to take your love and kindness for granted.  As we learn more about who you are and what you are like we pray that our hearts may be drawn closer to you.  Help us to trust you more quickly, to talk to you more often and to obey you with less hesitation or complaining.  This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

Offering and Intercession:

Sick, lonely, sad, all who are finding life a struggle and painful.

Young people in our town who are struggling in school or at home or who are vulnerable to being led astray or into situations that will cause them long term harm.  We think especially of all who are growing up in care and who are longing for a home and family to call their own.

Elderly , those whose bodies are becoming more frail and whose minds are becoming more forgetful.  Those having to rely more on others to meet the demands of life.

Those with intellectual or physical disabilities.  Give wisdom and strength and love for all who seek to meet their needs.  Through these efforts may each person feel their true self worth and reach their full potential in life.

All affected by hurricanes, flooding and earthquakes as well as war torn regions of the world.  These prayers we offer in Jesus’ name who teaches us to pray saying: Our Father.who art in heaven.
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