Order of Service 10.00 a.m.

WELCOME:

CALL to WORSHIP:

PRAYER (Adoration and Invitation):

PRAISE:
708
To God be the glory

PRAYER (Confession and thanks):

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

CHILDREN’S TALK:
‘God’s name is special and so are you.’

PRAISE:
325
I’m Special (x2)

PRAYER (Intercession):

OT READING:
Psalm 119: 9-16 (page 617)

NT READING:
Ephesians 2: 1-10 (page 1174)

PRAISE:
40
Ascribe greatness to our God the rock

SERMON:
‘Respecting God’s name, keeping our promises’.

OFFERING AND PRAYER:

PRAISE:
449
Love Divine, all loves excelling

BENEDICTION:
The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit; be with us all evermore.
Children’s Address

Intro:

Who do you really love?

How would you feel if someone said something really nasty about that person?

Do you ever hear people saying nasty things about God or using God’s name in a wrong way?

Sometimes people use God’s name as a swear word.  When something goes wrong they say, “O God, or O Jesus, or Jesus Christ!”

When we love someone their name is important to us.  The words mummy or daddy are special to us.  Because these are the names we give to the people who love us and care about us most.  We say these names with love.  We don’t say them in a bad way.

God’s name is special to us because He is God, He made us, He loves us, He cares for us and we love Him.

If we love God, we will love and praise His name.  We will not want to use His name as a swear word, even if other people around us are doing that.

Let’s pray and ask God to help us not to use His name I a wrong way:

Prayer:

Dear God you are special to us.  We love you and we want to show that by using your name in a loving way.  Please help us not to use your name in a bad way, even when other people around us do this.  Amen.

Respecting God’s Name, keeping our promises.

Intro:

The arrival of a new-born baby brings great excitement in any household and in the wider family circle.  You have to remember to ask the right questions-  “what weight was the baby? what time were they born?” and of course the most important subject of all on which everyone seems to be an expert is “what will we call it?”.  Apparently when I was born they couldn’t decide what to call me, so for a few days I was known as ‘Fred’.  Now you’ll understand that I was a Protestant born in the height of the troubles in Northern Ireland.  So you’d wonder why I was called Michael.  The story is that my uncle Robert who has always had a bit of a shrewd business mind, thinking of my future interests as every loving uncle should, suggested the name ‘Michael’.  When asked “why Michael?”  his reply was “So when we’re in a United Ireland, they’ll not know if he’s a Protestant or a Catholic!  Whatever the wisdom, the name has stuck and to be fair, ending up in Arklow, it hasn’t been a bad choice.

A child’s name is extremely important, in many ways it can define how other people will relate to them in future.  In the culture of the A.N.E names were even more important because they were tied closely to a person’s very essence.  To learn a person’s name was to have access to a person’s very character.  The names of gods were also extremely important because they revealed the very character of the god that they referred to.  

1
God’s Name is Special- it reveals His character:

Back in Exodus 3 we looked at the story of God calling Moses in the desert and giving him the job of rescuing His people, the Israelites from their slavery in Egypt.  We saw how God encouraged Moses not to be afraid by revealing to Him His Divine name- Yahweh, translated “I am who I am.”  In the context God was saying to Moses, ‘I am He who is there for you, I am with you, really and truly present, ready to help and act’.  So in the desperate need of his people crying out to be rescued from a seemingly hopeless situation God reveals His name, His very essence.  In so doing God assures Moses that He is with him, and that Moses has immediate and intimate access to him in fellowship and in saving power.

This story shows us that in the bible, God’s name is very important- It reveals to us His character and guides us to how He wants to relate to us and how we should respond to Him.  So God’s Divine name, Yahweh as revealed to Moses, is like a summary of all that He has revealed about Himself, everything that He is in Himself…The Creator, The Holy One, The Judge of all the earth who cannot allow sin to go unpunished, yet a God of mercy and compassion who comes in love offering Himself in a covenant of grace, the Redeemer, the deliverer, the caring God who provides, the God of reconciliation who brings people to Himself.  All of this and so much more, is summarised in His name God, the Lord, Yahweh.  

All of this is important to know, if we are to understand the third commandment.  “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses His name.”

2
Don’t misuse God’s name:

In the original Hebrew the first part of this verse literally means, “you shall not lift up God’s name to emptiness.”

To lift up God’s name was another way of saying, taking God’s name upon your lips.  When we speak God’s name we must remember that it reflects everything about who He is, in all His greatness and perfection.  His name is special because He is special, unlike anyone or anything in all the earth.  That’s why we need to be careful and not use God’s name in vain..  But how do we do this?  How can we speak God’s name emptily in our 21st Century culture?

Well certainly, as we’ve said to the children, this would include using the noun God, the name Jesus or the title ‘Christ’ as a swear word.  On a more serious level this verse would also include giving our allegiance to or taking an oath by a false God.  Also, in a subtler way, when we deny or pour scorn on any particular characteristic of God revealed to us in the bible we misuse His name.  So for example, when people say that they cannot accept that God is a judge or that He would punish sin they misuse His name.  When leading scientists deny the existence of a Creator they take God’s name in vain.

3
Keep your vows:

Another way that all of us are likely to use God’s name in vain is by making a promise in the name of God or in the presence of God and then breaking it.  For example when we bring our children for baptism we make vows in the presence of God and His people.  So we are asked the questions, “Will you, by God’s help, provide a Christian home, and bring up this child in the worship and teaching of the church, so that your child may come to know Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour?”  When we fail to teach our children at home about God, don’t set them a Christian example, or neglect to bring them regularly to Sunday worship we break the promise we made at their baptism and so take God’s name in vain.

When we were confirmed as a full communicant member of the church we said yes to the following questions:

“Since Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God lives in you by the Holy Spirit; are you

willing with His help to:

Be open to His will for your life?

Live in fellowship with Him through daily prayer and bible study?

Obey and honour Him in your daily life and to witness for Him by what you say and

do?

Regularly attend Church and Communion Services?

Actively get involved in your Church by using the gifts God has given you, be loyal

to its leadership, support it financially and play your full part in Christ’s mission to

the world.”

Again, if we regularly fail to keep these promises and are unconcerned about it then we take God’s name in vain.

4
Keep your word:

There is one final way that we can take God’s name in vain.  For in a sense, every promise is made in the presence of God, even if it is not made in a church service or even if we don’t speak God’s name when making the promise.  Because God is everywhere and He hears every word that we say.  So when we give our word, we are obliged to keep it.

If promises are that important, if keeping them means that we are not taking God’s name emptily then we need to remember a few things:

First, we should always count the cost of making a promise.  It would be pointless to set out to be a doctor or an athlete unless we are prepared to pay the price in training and in discipline, in work or in study.  In any undertaking in life we have to count the cost before we start.

Secondly, once we’ve made a promise we are bound to keep it.  If we promise to do something for a certain time we should try our best to meet the deadline.  The problem is that if we get into the habit of regarding some promises as little or unimportant then we will get into the habit of breaking promises and no one will be able to trust us.  To put it another way- one of the most valued characteristics in any person is reliability.

Calvin Coolidge was one of the most respected American Presidents.  When he was a boy, he worked on his father’s farm.  One day his father and a friend were away all day on business.  Before leaving Calvin was given some jobs to complete.  When the two men returned that night they settled down to tea.  The friend turned to Calvin’s father and said, “Aren’t you going to check to see if those jobs are done?”  “I don’t need to,” he replied.  “If Calvin says he’ll do something, it will be done.”  It was that quality of reliability that made Calvin Coolidge the President of the United States of America.

Conclusion:

I’m not here to lay a guilt trip on us all this morning.  There is none of us who perfectly keeps this commandment.  Whether we’ve used God’s name as a swear word, given our allegiance to another God, not kept our baptismal or communion vows or broken daily promises.  We’re all sinners.  That’s why we need a Saviour.  One who kept the law completely for us.  One who died on the cross to take our punishment so that we might be forgiven.  One who is risen, and ascended and who sends us His Spirit when we repent and believe.  It’s only with the help of His Spirit that we can ever come close to keeping this commandment.  Even when we fail to keep it when we confess our sins He forgives us.  Let me encourage you to call out to God in mercy and trust that Jesus died for you.

That said, God still sets this standard before us and says to us- “Do not take the name of the lord your God in vain.”  “Don’t use my name as a swear word, don’t speak loyalty to another God, keep those vows you’ve made in church and when you make any promise, do your best to keep it.” May God by His Spirit help us to obey.  Amen

Call:

“The Lord is righteous in all His ways and holy in all he does.  The Lord is near to all who call upon Him, to all who call upon Him in truth.  He fulfils the desires of those who fear Him, He hears their cries and saves them.”

Approach:

Eternal God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, there is no-one like you in all the earth.  Your name is great and worthy of all our praise.  We acknowledge your infinite glory, we celebrate your Divine majesty, we praise you for the wonder of your love to us in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Accept the adoration of our hearts and by your Spirit enable us to worship you in the beauty of holiness and to you we ascribe all honour and glory now and forever.  Amen.

Confession and thanks:

Confession-
SILENCE …Now hear the word of the Lord, “Go in peace your sins are forgiven.”  

Heavenly Father you give us every good and perfect gift.  We thank you for all the help you have given us in the past week.  Thank you for keeping us safe as we have travelled about.  Thank you for the work that you have given us to do.  Thank you for strengthening us to conquer our temptations.  Thank you for our homes and families and the love that we can share.  Thank you for friends and colleagues to work with and talk to.  Thank you for anything that happened this week to make us feel that life is worth living.  Thank you for moments of laughter and also for the times when we were reminded of the seriousness and the deeper meaning of life.  Thank you for sending Jesus to keep your law perfectly and to die to take the punishment that we deserve for failing to walk in your ways.  Thank you for sending us your Spirit to empower us and for leaving us your word to guide us.  So by your Spirit’s strength and the direction of your word help us to live obediently and so enjoy life to the fullest and bring glory to your name.  This we ask for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

Intercession:

We remember everyone who is lonely and sad, all those who are struggling with illness or uncertainty.  Lord give them your comfort, your strength, your courage and your peace.  Help us to do what we can, where we can, to share each others burdens.

We pray for everyone who will meet at the General Assembly next week.  Deliver them from error, pride and prejudice, give us wisdom in every decision that is made so that your kingdom may be advanced, your ministers and congregations strengthened, encouraged and established in faith.

We pray for our Theological College in Belfast, for all the teaching, administrative cleaning and catering staff.  Bless them in all that they do.

Give the help and wisdom of your Spirit to all who teach so that everyone who is training for ministry or deaconess work may be thoroughly equipped for serving you in churches throughout Ireland and further a field.

We pray for the Middle East, the continuing struggle between Israel and Palestine, the situation in Iraq and for the complete breakdown of the economy and society in Zimbabwe.  Lord bring peace where there is war and tension, bring righteous and just leadership that may lead to renewal in the economy, in the education and health systems and in infrastructure.  Give wisdom to every diplomat that is working sincerely to bring help on behalf of other nations and success to every person and organisation attempting to bring reconciliation and humanitarian assistance.

These prayers we offer in Jesus’ name, who teaches us to pray-

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name,

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day, our daily bread, And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who trespass against us,

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil,

For Thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory, For ever and ever, AMEN.

Offering:

Lord accept these offerings as a token of our gratitude for all that you give us each day.  Help us also to give you ourselves, to love you more than anything else, respect your name and keep the promises that we make to you and others.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
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