Order of Service 10.00 a.m.

WELCOME:

CALL to WORSHIP:

PRAYER (Adoration and Invitation):

PRAISE:
327
Immortal, Invisible God only wise

PRAYER (Confession and thanks):

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

CHILDREN’S TALK:


PRAISE:
445
Lord the light of your love is shining
PRAYER (Intercession):

OT READING:
Psalm 119: 1-8 (page 617)

NT READING:
Romans 3: 21-31 (page 1131)
PRAISE:
37
As the deer pants for the water

SERMON:
‘Worshipping God correctly’

OFFERING AND PRAYER:

PRAISE:
442
Lord of the church we pray for our renewing

BENEDICTION:
The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit; be with us all evermore.
How can we worship God correctly?

Intro:

All around us there are things that are invisible.  Yet it’s important that we acknowledge that they are there and essential that we find out more about their character.  Often the invisible can be dangerous so we put up signs to remind us of their existence and warn us of their danger- a radiation symbol on a door, an alcohol gel dispenser on a hospital wall, a lightning symbol on an electrical appliance or a skull and cross bones on a tin of paint or garden weed killer.

We struggle to understand what we cannot see.  It’s only human nature to put up symbols to help us relate to the invisible in ways that are appropriate and beneficial.  It’s no surprise then that this is how people have reacted in their relationship to God.  It is difficult to worship a God who we cannot see.  Like the wind blowing the leaves in a tree we can be sure He’s real- We’ve only to look at the complexity of our own bodies, or gaze up into the stars to know that there is an intelligent being behind all of this.  But while we can see what He’s made, we cannot see God Himself and it’s hard to praise and pray to someone that’s invisible.

So historically people have said, “We will make something that will represent God and make it easier for us to remember His character and to worship Him.”  At first sight this seems a sincere and even noble thing to do.  The problem is, however, that using images to help us remember and worship God actually lead us in the opposite direction.  Rather than helping us to worship God better and rather than leading us into a deeper relationship with our Creator, images subtly lead us away from God and cause us to worship Him in ways that are unhelpful and inappropriate.  

That’s why the second commandment says, “You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.  You shall not bow down to them or worship them.”  That’s why the commandment has such a serious prohibition attached to it, “For I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments.”

Traditionally this commandment has been understood to mean that Christians are not to make statues or visual representations of the Trinity or any person of the Trinity for the purpose of Christian Worship.  As Charles Hodge puts it, “Idolatry consists not only in the worship of false Gods, but also in the worship of the true God by images.”  Christians have differed as to whether this commandment forbids the use of pictures of Jesus for the purpose of teaching and instruction, for example in Sunday School materials or DVD presentations of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection like the Passion.  But there is widespread agreement that this commandment obliges us to dissociate our worship, both in public and in private from all pictures and statues of Christ or any representation of the Godhead-Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

For most of us our initial reaction to this is, well what harm is there in people surrounding themselves with statues or pictures of Christ if they help them to lift their hearts to God?  What is the point of prohibiting them?

1
Images dishonour God:

The first reason is that images dishonour God because they obscure His true glory.  You see whatever image we make to try and represent God, it can never truly convey what He is really like.  Any picture or image of God will inevitably conceal most, if not all of the truth about His Divine character and personal nature.  So for example, while a picture of Christ on the cross remind us of His suffering for our sins, it also obscures His glory.  For it hides the fact of His Deity, His victory over sin and death, His resurrection and ascension, His High Priestly ministry and His present Kingdom.  It displays His human weakness, but conceals His Divine strength.  It depicts the reality of His pain but blinds us to the reality of His joy and power.  The symbol is unworthy because of what it fails to convey.  The second commandment reminds us that the use of images in worship are forbidden by God because they can never really express His true glory- something that God is jealous to maintain.

2
Images mislead people:

The second reason why images are prohibited in worship is because they tend to mislead us.  Do you recall the glorious holiday the brochure promised that turned out to be a family nightmare, or remember that dream house advertised in the auctioneer that needed a complete makeover to be habitable or that battered second hand car that turned out to be radically different from the beautiful picture in the Auto Trader.  We all know the disappointment of images and advertisements that haven’t truly represented what was being promised.

Similarly, because any image is inadequate to truly represent God, it will inevitably plant in our minds errors about God’s character and will.  For example, historically it had been a fact that using images of the crucified Christ as an aid to prayer has encouraged people to equate devotion with brooding over His bodily sufferings, it has made them morbid about the spiritual value of physical pain and it has kept them from the knowledge of the risen Saviour.  Psychologically, if we habitually focus our thoughts on an image of the One to whom we pray, we will come to think of Him as the image represents them.  In a sense then we worship the image rather than the God it represents and where it fails to reveal the truth about God we fail to worship God in truth.

3
The bible is to direct our worship:

Visual images can cause us to worship God wrongly but equally our own mental images of God can be obscured.  We often hear people saying things like, “I like to think of God as a good Father, I don’t like to think of Him as a judge, I see Him as a great Architect or as a master Painter.”  If we’re honest, we all hold images of God in our minds at times.  But if we are to keep the second commandment then we are not free to think of God as we like.  Often we think of God in human terms, possibly because Jesus was fully human as well as being Divine.  But God is Father, Son and Holy Spirit and while we were made in His image, we must not think that He was made in ours.  So the second commandment summons us to recognise that God is transcendent, mysterious, inscrutable, beyond the range of any imaging or philosophical guesswork.  It calls us to humble ourselves, to listen and learn from God, to let Him teach us what He is like and how we should think of Him.  As He tells us through the prophet Isaiah, “My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, for as high as the heavens are above the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts higher than your thoughts.”  The apostle Paul echoes these sentiments when he writes in his letter to the Christians in Rome, “O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and the knowledge of God!  How unsearchable are His judgements, and His ways past finding out!  For who has known the mind of the Lord!”

So how then are we to discover what God is like?  How can we be sure that we are worshipping Him in the right way?  Are we forever to be left groping in the dark in fear that we’ve got it wrong and will fall under His judgement?

Thankfully, not, for God in His love for us has revealed Himself to us through the Holy Scriptures; both Old and New Testament.  Through reading the bible we can form a true notion of what God is like.  Interestingly, that is why I think in this second commandment God warns that He will punish not image worshippers as such but those who hate Him by failing to keep His commandments.  It’s as if God is saying that people who make images and use them in worship will ultimately take their theology from the notions and feelings theses images create within their hearts and minds rather than taking their cue for worship and daily living from His commands in Holy Scripture.  We must beware of any teaching that encourages us to look to images whether physical or mental to lead us to God rather than focusing on God’s revelation of Himself to us in the words of the bible.  That’s why in the Presbyterian Church there is an emphasis in our worship on Bible Reading and Bible Teaching.  The point is that all images of God, whether molten or mental are really borrowed from a human source rather than from God Himself.  To understand what God is like and how we should worship Him we need to listen to what He tells us by reading and studying the bible.

So how can we tell if we’re keeping the second commandment, if we’re worshipping God correctly?  Well, we can ask ourselves a few questions:

Do we read and study the bible to find out what God is like and allow His teaching to direct our thoughts, prayers and daily living?

Do we look habitually to the person and the work of Christ as showing us the final truth about the nature and the grace of God?  Do we see all of God’s purposes as centring upon Christ?

Do we in mind and heart believe that Jesus is the Son of God, trust that He died for our sins, believe that He is risen and exalted, and are we willing to give Him the keys of our lives and say Lord, how do you want me to live, what do you want me to do?

If our answer is yes to these questions, then we can know that we truly worship the One true God, that He is our God and that even now we are enjoying eternal life according to His own definition, “This is life eternal, that they might know you the only true God and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.”

Kid’s Talk:
“Don’t have an idol”

God gives us rules so that we can live happily together and live to please Him.

We call these rules the 10 commandments

Does anyone remember what the first commandment was?

Put God first in your life- make Him your best friend.

This morning we’re going to think about the second commandment.

The second commandment is “don’t make an idol for yourself.”

Does anyone know what an idol is?

An idol is a false God.  People sometimes make models or statues of their false God and bow down to them and worship them.

We don’t do that.  But even we can have an idol.  Because an idol is also a person or a thing that we think about and love more than we love God.  What sort of things can we make an idol of?  What sort of things can people love more than God?

God wants us to enjoy life and have fun and have good friends.  But we always need to be careful that we love Jesus more than anything or anyone else.  If we love Jesus we will not want to ignore Him, we will not love other people or other things more than Him.

Call:

This is what the Lord says, “the wise person shouldn’t glory in their wisdom, the mighty person shouldn’t glory in their might, the rich person shouldn’t glory in their riches: but those who glory should glory in this- that they understand and know me, that I am the Lord who exercises loving kindness, judgement and righteousness in the earth”: these are the things I delight in says the Lord.

Approach:

Almighty God, you are greater than we can ever imagine.  Your ways are not our ways; your thoughts are not our thoughts.  Even though we are made in your image you are altogether different from us and far beyond us in greatness and majesty.  Humble us this morning as we come to worship you.  Give us the help of your Holy Spirit to praise you sincerely, to pray to you earnestly, to listen to you carefully and to both understand and be willing to obey your word to us for the glory of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

Confession and Thanks:

Father we thank you that you have not left us to grope in the dark but you have revealed yourself to us down through the centuries, in the wonder of your creation, in the Holy Scriptures and in the person of your only Son Jesus Christ.  We thank you for sending us your Holy Spirit to live within us, changing our hearts, empowering us to live for you, enabling us to understand your word and gifting us to serve you by serving each other.  Forgive us when we have failed to keep the second commandment by using images of you to try and guide us in our worship.  Forgive us when we have not allowed scripture to guide us in our thoughts about you and in our worship of you.  Help us to make time to read your word to discover more about what you are like.  So may you form within us a greater understanding of who you are and how we can live to say thank you for your amazing love to us in Christ.  Thank you that because Jesus died on the cross we can be forgiven.  Thank you that because Jesus is risen we can have the assurance of resurrection to eternal life also.  Thank you for your promise to us that when we confess our sins, you are faithful to forgive us and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  This we pray in Jesus’ name, Amen.

Intercession:

All who are sick, who are grieving, for whom life is a struggle/ full of uncertainty

All who are seeking a more secure life in Ireland and those who are contemplating the move from Ireland to another country

Greystones- David and Gwen, Ken Gibson in particular

Specific people- friends/family

General Assembly of PCI

Taeshoch, TDs, local councillors

Burma and China

Offering:

Almighty God, every good and perfect gift comes from you.  Accept the offerings that we present to you with willing and thankful hearts.  Help us with them to offer ourselves for your service so that your holy name may be glorified in our workplaces, in our families and in this town, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.
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