Order of Service 10.00 a.m.

WELCOME:

CALL to WORSHIP:

PRAYER (Adoration and Invitation):

PRAISE:
237
Holy, holy, holy

PRAYER (Confession and thanks):

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

CHILDREN’S TALK:

PRAISE:
590
Seek ye first the Kingdom of God
PRAYER (Intercession):

OT READING:
Deuteronomy 6: 4-25 (page 185)
NT READING:
Matthew 22: 34-40 (page 991)
PRAISE:
32
An army of ordinary people

SERMON:
‘No other God’

OFFERING AND PRAYER:

PRAISE:
109
Crown Him with many crowns
BENEDICTION:
The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit; be with us all evermore.
Children’s Address- ‘No other God’

Rules are important in a game so that everyone can enjoy the fun together.  God gives us rules so that we can learn to live to please God and learn to live happily together.  God’s rules are called ‘The Ten Commandments.’

God’s first rule is- “You shall have no other God’s before me.”

Do any of you have a special teddy or favourite toy?  Why is it your favourite?  How do you treat it?  Do you spend much time with it?

When God says- “You shall have no other God’s before me,” He really means that God should be our most special friend in life.  But why should God be so special to us?

God made us.  We belong to Him.  He loves us.  Everything we have He gives to us.  He allows us to live and enjoy each day.  Jesus died on the cross so that we could become God’s friend.  That is why Jesus should be the most special person in our lives.  That is why Jesus should always have first place in our lives.  If Jesus really is special to us then we will want to talk to Him, we will want to listen to what He says in the bible and we will want to live in the way He says is right.

Do you put Jesus first in your life?

No Other God.

Intro:

Moving to Arklow has been a good experience, not least when the weather is as fine as it has been recently.  But it also brings with it a number of dilemmas, the most serious of which is of course, “Do I now support Leinster or am I still an Ulster rugby fan?”  Of course I could secretly support both, hoping that they both win their matches against other teams in Europe and the Magner’s League.  But that doesn’t solve the problem of when they play against each other!  At the end of the day, to be a true supporter, to be of any use to the club’s cause you need to make a decision, you have to nail your colours to the mast.  So what does this mean in a new culture?  Well it’s a no-brainer really- when in Rome you do as the Roman’s do.  You become a convert to Arklow Town RFC and continue to support Ulster!

The Israelites were constantly faced with a similar dilemma.  Egypt was a land of many idols and many gods.  For example, when people saw the sun shining , felt its heat and saw it chasing darkness from the sky they said, “surely the sun must be a God” and they worshipped it.  Because each god represented a different aspect of life, it was common to worship many gods in order to get the maximum number of blessings.  When God told His people to worship and believe in Him, that wasn’t too hard for them- He was just one more God to add to the list.  But when He said to them, “You shall have no other Gods before me” that was difficult for many of them to accept.  But if they didn’t learn that the God who led them out of Egypt was the only true God they couldn’t really be His people, they couldn’t really and committedly represent Him properly in the world.  If they gave in to the temptation of syncretism where aspects of one religion are assimilated into another thus changing both they would bring dishonour to the One true God who had rescued them from Egypt.  They couldn’t sit on the fence. They needed to nail their colours to the mast!  

For us it’s the same.  Where it is authentic, Christianity is always loving and compassionate, never rude or unkind.  It always listens to other’s viewpoints with dignity and respect before sharing its own opinion.  But at the end of the day in certain areas it is a dogmatic system of belief.  For example, the bible teaches that there is only One God and that He is a Trinity of 3 Persons, the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit.  It also teaches us that the only way for us to enter into a living relationship with this God, is through repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  That’s why Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father except through me.”  We are constantly being pressured to find a unity of religions and to assimilate our Christian beliefs with those of other faiths.  The problem is that if we do so, the very nature of our faith becomes changed in the amalgam.  The nature of God as revealed to us in scripture is subtly changed, His glory is diminished and the way of true salvation for humanity in Christ becomes confused.  But we must resist this pressure to compromise our faith.  Of course this doesn’t mean that we become extreme fundamentalists, nor does it remove from us the responsibility to strive for peace between nations and to truly love and respect those with whom we disagree.  But it does mean that for us to wear the Christian jersey with pride, and honestly magnify God’s cause on earth it’s important that we make the decision to worship Christ alone, even when we’re surrounded by the supporters of a different god.

Let me ask you, “Who do you support?

Even if we are not tempted to worship another deity, it is easy for all of us to allow many things to become Gods to us.  Because at the end of the day, our God is really that to which we are prepared to give all our time, all our strength and all our obedience.  In other words, our God is the thing or the person that is most important to us in life.

For example, we can make money and material things the most important things in life.  Suppose we must always have the newest of everything even if it means living a throw away lifestyle that impacts on the poorest people.  Suppose we could save a few thousand Euros on our tax bill even if it meant withholding the truth or claiming over the odds on our expense account.  If we can do these things without any qualms then money and passions are our God.  If on the other hand we say, “I can’t do that, it’s wrong, then we really do have God as our God. 

It is quite possible to make having a good time our God.  A student can be so determined to have a good time that he neglects his studies.  He doesn’t care how much worry he causes his tutors or his parents.  It is a great temptation to sacrifice coming to church regularly on Sunday for the soccer pitch, the golf fairway or the rugby club.  If we live like that then pleasure is our God but if when we are tempted to do these things we say, “I can’t do that I’ve got to live honestly, I’ve got to make the most of life, I’ve got to think of others and God deserves my praise” then we really do have God as our God.

We can also make a God of ourselves.  When we’re faced with a choice of different things to do, what do we say?  Do we say, “What do I want to do?” Or do we say “What is the right thing to do?”  Suppose for example we were offered two jobs.  The one with the biggest salary is the kind of job that is of little use to anyone.  The other job would benefit a great deal of people but has a much lower pay.  Which one will we take?  Or suppose there is a decision about something that affects others as well as ourselves whether in our families, in our clubs or in work.  If our standard is always, “What do I want?” then we are making ourselves our God.  But if our standard is “what is right and fair?”  Then we are really serving God.

Few of us may be tempted to really worship another deity but all of us are tempted to make a God of other things.  Money, fame, work, pleasure, desires and wishes or health can all become gods when we concentrate too much on them for personal identity, meaning and security.  None of us sets out with the intention of worshipping these things but by the amount of time that we devote to them they can grow into gods and ultimately control our thoughts and energies.  Only by letting God hold the central place in our lives keeps these things from turning into gods.

The one way to prove that we really and truly believe in the one true God is always to say to Him, “What do you want me to do?”

Let me ask you as I ask myself, “Who or what do you really worship?”

Call:

“Jesus died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for Him who died for them and was raised again.”

Approach:

Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit we acknowledge that you alone are the one true God.  You are the one who made us.  We belong to you.  Everything we have comes from you.  You’re the only one who deserves our complete devotion and praise.  We bless you that as high as the heavens are above the earth, so are your ways higher than our ways.  You are so great that you are beyond our full comprehension.  Yet we thank you that you have revealed yourself to us in your Son Jesus Christ.  We worship you that He is the way, the truth and the life, the only way to a relationship with you our Creator.  As we come again to worship you this morning we ask that you will give us the assistance of your Holy Spirit.  Through His help, may the words of our lips and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable to you O Lord, our strength and our Redeemer.  Amen.

Confession and Thanks:

Heavenly Father, we thank you that you are wise and that you know what is best for us.  We thank you for giving us the bible and for sending us your Spirit to help us to understand what you are like and how you want us to live.  We thank you for leaving us such good principles to live by enshrined within the Ten Commandments.  We are sorry for the times we give in to the pressure from other influences to dilute your standards or to worship other concepts of you which are different from those revealed in scripture.  We are sorry for the occasions when other things or even other people have become our God, because they are much more important to us than you.  Lord, in the stillness now, search our hearts by your Spirit and show us who or what we really worship.  Lord, have mercy on us and from this day forward help us to do whatever is necessary to make you number one in our lives, so that our lives may truly bring you the glory and honour that you deserve.  This we ask in Jesus’ name, Amen.

Intercession:

Gracious Father, let your presence and peace be known wherever there is sickness, sorrow and distress.  Give to all tired and weary sufferers, the gift of sleep at nights and let your Holy Spirit bring them thoughts of comfort from your word so that they may put their trust in you.  We ask you particularly to shepherd Paul and Rene Van der Merwe through the trials that they are facing.

O God you have promised to be our God even to our old age, so comfort the elderly who are feeling the load of life’s infirmities and are weary with the long journey of the years.  Bless those who care for them and the homes that receive them.  We remember Betty Crooks especially and ask that you will comfort her in her loss and sadness.  Give us grace to understand their needs through Jesus Christ who is the same yesterday, today and forever.

We pray for all those who are doing exams at this time of year.  Give them the motivation to study hard and calm their nerves as they sit down to each paper or practical.  Help them to recall all that they have learned during the year and may you reward each one fairly and open up an opportunity of employment in future in which they will be fulfilled.

We pray for the situations of great humanitarian need in Burmah and China following the events of cyclones, earthquakes and flooding.  Oh Lord, grant that through effective diplomacy and the sincere and united efforts of many countries that the necessary assistance will be provided.  Bless and sustain everyone who is trying to help.  Rescue those who are still trapped, bring comfort to those who mourn, heal those who have been injured, shelter those who have lost homes.  In time bring restoration to the lives of every individual and every community that has been affected.

SILENCE- For individual requests

These prayers we offer in Jesus’ name who teaches us to pray saying:

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name,

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day, our daily bread, And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who trespass against us,

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil,

For Thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory,

For ever and ever, AMEN.

Offering:

Lord, thank you for all that you give us.  Please accept our offerings and as we bring them we rededicate ourselves to putting you first in every aspect of our lives.  So may our lives be an offering that brings you great joy and brings us true satisfaction in our souls.  In Jesus’ name we ask it, Amen.
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