Family Service

WELCOME:

SENTENCES AND CALL:

PRAYER (Invocation):

PRAISE:
51
Be Thou my vision O Lord of my heart
PRAYER (Confession and thanks):

PRAISE:
30
Alleluia, alleluia give thanks to the risen Lord
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

READINGS:
Exodus 20: 1-17 (page 77) and Matt 5:17-20 (page 969)
ALL-AGE TALK:
‘The Need for law.’

PRAISE and OFFERING:
99
Come on and celebrate
PRAYER (Offering and Intercession):

PRAISE:
296
I stand amazed in the presence

BENEDICTION:
The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit; be with us all evermore.
All-Age Talk:

Intro:

Play a game ‘Simon Says’- (Prizes for winner and for everyone.)

Games are fun.  But if games are to be fun for everyone then we must have a set of rules and everybody must agree to obey the rules.  If you refused to sit down when you made a mistake in ‘Simon says’ then nobody would ever win and the game would be spoiled for everyone.  Rules are very important.

Kids return to their seats.

Development:

But rules aren’t just important for games or in sport.  They are also essential for the effective running of a community or a nation.  To take a simple example- traffic would be chaos unless motorists agreed to keep on the correct side of the road and unless they obeyed the traffic lights.  It is quite clear that people can’t live together at all unless they make laws and agree to obey them.

For years God’s people the Israelites were enslaved by the Egyptians.  They had no freedom to govern themselves.  Then God raised up Moses to deliver them from the Egyptians and to lead them to their own land where they could form their own nation.  So God miraculously brought them across the Red Sea, He guided them through the desert on their long journey to Palestine and provided for all their needs along the way.  Now that the Israelites were free, now that they were on their way to becoming a great nation with their own territory, they needed a set of laws so that they could live harmoniously together as a community of God’s people.  So God gave them the Ten Commandments.  These were the rules of life.  By obeying them the Israelites could function as a community and as a nation.  By obeying them they would also provide an example and a witness to surrounding nations of the wisdom and greatness of God’s character.

But these laws were not only important for the nation of Israel thousands of years ago, or even for Jews today, they still form the basis by which we should live our Christian lives.  Of course, we don’t become a Christian simply by trying to keep the commandments.  We become a Christian by believing that Jesus died on the cross to take the punishment for our sins.  But once we have become a Christian the ten commandments become a charter for Christian living that we may live in harmony with each other and bring honour and glory to God’s name.

When we look at the commandments we see that they fall into 4 groups which encompass every sphere of life.  The first four deal with our duty to God.  The fifth deals with our duty to parents.  The sixth to the ninth deal with our duty to others and the tenth deals with our duty to ourselves.  

Firstly then the commandments begin by reminding us of our duty towards God.  They remind us that God is to be given first importance in our lives.  If we make God the centre of our lives we will never go far wrong.  E.g. If we believe that God is always with us, sees everything we do and hears everything we say, then our work is likely to be of the highest standard and we are less likely to cause upset through gossip or a careless word.

Secondly the commandments remind us of our duty towards our parents.  It is only right that we show our gratitude to those who cared for us for so many years, to those to whom we owe our lives.  Even if our parents have been far from perfect, we can still honour them by not talking badly about them and by being kind to them.

Thirdly the commandments tell us of our duty to others.  They show us that we must not harm another person’s life or personality and that we must not rob them of their possessions or their good name.  Jesus summarised these commandments into one law when he said, “Treat other people the way you would want them to treat you.”

The final commandment reminds us that we must not covet.  That means we have a duty to ourselves, the responsibility to control our wishes and desires.  To put it another way, this commandments teaches us that we should never want what we have no right to want, we should be content with what we possess and we should learn to be ourselves and not try to be like someone else.  The story is told of a huge mountain looking with contempt on a little squirrel.  The squirrel looked up at the mountain and said, “I can’t carry forests on my back, but you can’t crack a nut!”  Each of us have been given our own gifts and talents by God and we should do the best we can with them rather than wanting those of other people.

Life would be impossible without laws and without agreeing to keep those laws.  God gave His people the Israelites the ten Commandments so that they could function harmoniously as a nation and bring glory to His name.  God has given us the ten commandments to enable us to live harmoniously together and to bring honour to His name.  They remind us of our duty to God, our duty to our parents, our duty to each other and our duty to ourselves.  Let me encourage you to join us every Sunday over the next two months as we examine each of these commandments in a little more detail.

Call:

The Lord is great and greatly to be praised.  Honour and majesty are before Him, strength and beauty are in His sanctuary.  Give unto the Lord the glory due to His name, bring an offering and come into His courts.  O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; fear before Him all the earth.

Approach:

Heavenly Father, as we now prepare to share in the activity of worship, cleanse our hearts and minds, fill us with your Holy Spirit and open our lips to show forth your praise, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

Confession and thanks:

Loving Father, we thank you for the benefits of your commandments, revealing to us our sinful nature, showing us our need of a Saviour, guiding us as to how we can live together in harmony and in a way that will bring honour to your name.  Forgive us when we have neglected to think about them and when we forget to periodically review our living in the light of their teaching.  So teach us over the coming weeks about your law, reveal to us the areas in which we fall short, lead us to trust more deeply in the sacrifice of Christ for our sins and help us by your Spirit to walk in greater obedience to your commands.  This we ask in Jesus’ name Amen.

Intercession:

Sick/bereaved:
Paul Van der Merwe, Betty Crooks and any others whom we name silently ourselves.

All the leaders and children in the Wednesday and Friday Clubs, the Sunday school,

Snyff and crèche.

Those who are facing redundancy in the future or who are finding it increasingly

difficult to secure a job.

Our political leaders- wisdom, courage, integrity

Situation in Burmah

The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name,

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day, our daily bread, And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who trespass against us,

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil,

For Thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory,

For ever and ever, AMEN.

Offering:

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, thank you that you gave your only Son to pay the price for our sins and that in Him you have freely given us all things.  Receive these offerings that we dedicate to you and enable us with our gifts to yield ourselves to you so that with body, mind and spirit we may truly and freely serve you and in your service find our deepest joy, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.
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