Order of Service 10.00 a.m.

WELCOME:

CALL to WORSHIP:

PRAYER (Adoration and Invitation):

PRAISE:
628
Tell me the old, old story
OT READING:
Exodus 17: 8-13 (page 75)

CHILDREN’S TALK:

PRAISE:
225
He’s got the whole world in His hands
PRAYER (Confession and thanks):

NT READING:
Acts 12: 5-17 (page 1106)
PRAISE:
133
Father I place into your hands
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

PRAYER (Intercession):
NO LORD’S PRAYER TODAY

PRAISE:
661
Our Father which art in heaven
SERMON:

OFFERING AND PRAYER:

PRAISE:
617
Stand up, stand up for Jesus
BENEDICTION:
The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit; be with us all evermore.
Different Prayers:

Intro:
Get one young person to phone another on a mobile phone.

Development:
Talking to God is called prayer.



Sometimes it is hard to know what to say



Here are some different ways that you can pray to God

(
You are Great Prayers

(
I am sorry Prayers

(
Thank You Prayers

(
Can I ask Prayers

Conclusion:
Write kids suggestions down and pray their prayer to finish.

Call:

Let us kneel before the God who made us, for He is our God.  We are His people, we the flock He shepherds.  You shall know His power today if you will listen to His voice.

Approach:

O God, maker of al things, lover of all the world, your presence is with us always, around us and within us.  You are the source of our life and without you we and all things would cease to exist.  Help us to worship you this morning with mind and heart and all the power of our being.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Thanks and confession:

Father, we come to You, conscious of the things within ourselves we hate to remember yet cannot forget and fail to renounce: our self-indulgences, our prejudices, our resentments, our hypocrisies, our selfishness.  Save us from self-contempt as we acknowledge these things and as we remember your love for us in spite of all that we are and do.  Give us the assurance of pardon, the release and relief of those who know that the past is forgiven, and the zest and joy of those who know that he future is still to make.  So may we live in that fullness and freedom of life which you have promised that we can share through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Lord our God, you have surrounded us with the good gifts of your love.  We remember them now, and we thank you the giver.  You have given us the gift of life itself.  For the years that are past we thank you; for the years that are to come we trust you; and for all the joys and opportunities of this present time we bless you.  You have given us the gift of love.  For our families and friends and all the human relationships that enrich our lives we praise you.  You have given each one of us some special gift, some special cause for thankfulness which lifts our heart in gratitude to you when we remember it.  You have given us Christ, and through Him you have offered us life indeed, and love and power, for this world and for the world to come.  You have given us the gift of prayer and the privilege of coming right into your presence to speak with the King of Kings about everything and anything.  For all these things and many more we thank you from the fullness of our hearts, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

Intercession:

Father we pray for those who are ill in body, mind and spirit and for all who continue to grieve.  In silence now we especially remember a few people. SILENCE.  Please bring them your peace in their pain, your strength in their weakness and your comfort in their sadness.  

We pray for our young people growing up in an unstable and confusing world.  Show them that your ways give more meaning to life than the ways of the world and that following you is better than chasing after selfish goals.  Help them to take failure not as a measure of their worth but as a chance for a new start.  Give them strength to hold their faith in you and to keep alive their joy in you creation.

We pray for those who are struggling with the pressures and busyness of adult life.  Give wisdom to those whose professions that call for accurate skill and critical decision making.  Give courage and endurance to those whose daily work is hard or monotonous.  Strengthen and reassure all those who are bringing up families, struggling with broken nights and childhood illness, dealing with teenage rebellion and self-will.  

We remember all who are in the evening of life and who are perhaps slowing down as the years increase.  Continue to make yourself known to them day by day so that whatever the outward changes, that inwardly may they be renewed by your Spirit.  Grant us the courage not to be afraid of aging, but help us to rejoice in knowing that daily we can be reborn in strength and beauty through you.

These prayers we offer through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

Offering:

Father, accept these gifts we bring as a token of our gratitude for all you give.  Help us also to bring you the offering of daily prayer that we may grow in grace and through our prayers may you touch the lives of many others, In Jesus name we ask it, Amen.

The Priority of Prayer.

Intro:

In his book ‘The Prayer Factor’ the international evangelist Sammy Tippit recounts the story of how God miraculously changed the life of a community in answer to the prayers of one faithful minister.  He writes,

“Pastor Morris shepherded a small Baptist church in Louisiana.  In the late 1960s he asked me to preach in Evangelistic meetings in his church.  A few weeks before the meetings began, I grew discouraged.  Reaching the people seemed impossible.  The church and community possessed little interest in spiritual matters.  The Vietnam war raged on.  Young people were rejecting the values of their elders.  Drugs and Eastern mysticism were capturing young people.  Racial tensions plagued the schools.  Worldly standards were creeping into the churches.  I felt defeated and helpless.”  

Moses faced a similar, ‘Mission Impossible’.  Since the miraculous victory over the Egyptians at the Red Sea things had gone from bad to worse.  Despite the fact that God had provided them with food in the shape of manna and quails and had given them water from a rock to drink, the whole Israelite community had started complaining about the hardships of living a nomadic life in the Desert of Shur.  Even the slavery of Egypt seemed better than this!  In desperation Moses cries out to the Lord, “What am I to do with these people, they are almost ready to stone me?!”  Then, just as he thought things couldn’t get any worse, they did.  Their enemies the Amalekites mounted an all out assault.  

Back in Louisiana, Pastor Morris’ response to the growing crisis was to organise a prayer session with the young people.  He asked the Evangelist, Sammy Tippit to join them.  Sammy writes, “Only a few attended.  I told Pastor Morris, ‘I think we ought to cancel the evangelistic meetings.  There is no interest.  We will be wasting my time, your time and the church’s time.’  I will never forget his response.  With a twinkle in his eye he said, ‘I’ve been praying.  God has given me assurance that He is going to do something special during these meetings.’”

Moses’ response to the military crisis was similar to Pastor Morris.  Firstly mobilised the troops.  He summoned his right hand man, Joshua and said to him, “Choose some of our men and go out to fight the Amalekites.”  But in addition to putting men on the ground, perhaps with a twinkle in his eye, Moses also took the situation to God in prayer.  We read, “So Joshua fought the Amalekites as Moses had ordered, and Moses, Aaron and Hur went to the top of the hill.  As long as Moses held up his hands the Israelites were winning, but whenever he lowered his hands, the Amalekites were winning.”  
Despite Pastor Morris’ optimism Sammy Tippit admits that he was still sceptical.  He writes, 

“I preached the first evening and there was no response.  I looked at pastor Morris as if to say, ‘I told you so.’  He smiled and said, ‘I’ve been praying.  It will be O.K.’  On Thursday night I preached to about 50 people.  There seemed to be no effect on the congregation.  However, at the time of invitation one of the church leaders came forward and prayed with Pastor Morris.  He then came to the pulpit with tears in his eyes and asked the church to forgive him.  He said that he had failed the young people by being a poor example.  He said that God had now freed him from his alcohol problem.  He then asked the church to pray for him.    Something wonderful happened that moment.  A Spirit of brokenness and prayer swept the congregation.  The altar was filled with people confessing sin and seeking God’s righteousness.  On Friday evening the church was nearly full….By Sunday evening there was no room for the crowds.  Pastor Morris said, ‘I’ve been praying and I believe we ought to extend these meetings another week.’  I knew not to argue.  We moved from the church to the university campus.  The first building we secured was also not big enough for the crowds.  We moved to a larger building.  It was not sufficient either.  Pastor Morris said, ‘I’ve been praying.  I think we ought to talk to the former Louisiana governor.  He owns the local T.V. station.  We should ask him for time on television to tell what God is doing in our city.’  I said sceptically, ‘I don’t think he will help us.’  But pastor Morris said, ‘I’ve been praying and God will prepare his heart.’  

The governor gave us two fifteen minute television spots to tell what God was doing in the city.  But more than that he rang the mayor and said, “I have some young men in my office who are doing something positive in our community.  They need larger facilities.  I would like you to donate the civic centre to them free of charge.’  The mayor agreed.   The meetings that began with fifty people concluded with around 3000.  Both black and white students involved in racial tension were converted to Christ and asked each other’s forgiveness.  I walked out of the governor’s office that day humbled at the greatness of God.  I looked over at Pastor Morris.  He said nothing but he had a smile on his face.  I realised in that moment one of the great truths of the Christian life:  Victory does not come through our magnificent schemes, expert publicity, or financial holdings, victory comes from the Lord.”

This was the truth that Moses and his friends Aaron and Hur had learned.  That’s why when Moses was too tired to hold his hands up in prayer to God that his friends got beside him and held his arms aloft.  And while Moses prayed the Israelites had the victory.  As soon as he stopped praying the enemy began to gain the ascendancy.

What was true for Moses, for Sammy Tippit, for Pastor Morris and for the city of Monroe Louisiana in 1960, is true for us in Arklow in 2008.  It is true individually in our personal lives and collectively in our family, congregational and community lives.  Whatever difficulties and battles we face, only God can give us the victory.  Whatever dreams we share for church extension, community development and spiritual awakening, only God can give us the victory.  That’s why we need to pray.  Let me encourage you to pray.  In your homes, as you drive to work, as you walk around the shops.  Anytime, any place, any where.  And just as Moses joined together with his friends, let me encourage you to join with us at 7.30pm on Wednesday evenings to spend time together, seeking the Lord.  If you think another time would suit better for us to meet as a church to pray, let me know and I’ll see if it would suit others.  

Remember, Victory does not come through our magnificent schemes, expert publicity, or financial holdings, victory comes from the Lord.  So pray, pray and pray again.  Amen.
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