Family Service

WELCOME:

SENTENCES AND CALL:

PRAYER (Invocation):

PRAISE:
367
Jesus is Lord Creation’s voice proclaims it

PRAYER (Confession and thanks):

PRAISE:
49
Be bold, be strong for the Lord our God is with us
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

READING:
Exodus 15: 1-5 (page 72)

KID’S ZONE with NEW KID’S PRAISE:

PRAISE and OFFERING: (Sing New Kid’s praise during offering)
PRAYER (Intercession):

PRAISE:
770
Will your anchor hold in the storms of life
BENEDICTION:
The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit; be with us all evermore.

Call:
“Shout for joy to the Lord all the earth.  Worship the Lord with gladness.  Come before Him with joyful songs…give thanks to Him and praise His name.  For the Lord is good and His love endures forever.”

Approach:

Oh God our Father, your mercy reaches to the heavens.  Your faithfulness knows no end.  You alone are worthy to receive all glory, honour and praise.  So as we come to worship you this morning we ask that you may let the greatness of your love be known to us, that we may praise you with wonder, with joy and with thanksgiving in our hearts.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Thanks and Confession:

Father we thank you for the privilege of being able to come to church and worship you.  We thank you for sending Jesus to forgive us for our sins and for giving us your Holy Spirit to transform our desires and give us hearts that really want to worship you.  We thank you for healthy minds and voices and for the talents and abilities that you give us.  We thank you that we have bibles in our own language and for a church building in which to meet.  Yet Lord, we confess that we do not always appreciate these things as we should.  Forgive us when we have taken worship for granted.  When we neglect to come or when we only come to receive rather than to give to you and to those around us.  Forgive us when we are too quick to moan, to complain or criticise.  We thank you that you are slow to anger and quick to bless us.  We thank you that when we are truly sorry that you forgive us.  So cleanse us afresh this morning and grant that the praise of our lips, the meditations of our hearts and the dedication of our wills will bring you great delight.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Intercession:

We pray for all who are recovering from operations, for those who battle daily with chronic illness or endure pain, for those struggling with the limitations of growing old, for the sad and the lonely.  God of all comfort, bring your grace and peace to everyone we know in such circumstances.  Help us to be willing to be your channels through which that comfort flows.

We pray for all the other churches in our locality and for all who join together to worship you.  Lord guide every church leader so that your people may be lead wisely and in harmony.  Give them courage, strength and encouragement from others that it may be a joy to serve you and your people rather than a burden.  Grant each church the help of your Holy Spirit.  May He move in the hearts of all who meet in the name of Jesus.  May we be delivered from evil, guarded from error and may we grow to love you and each other more and more each day.

We pray for all who do not yet have a desire to worship you.  Give us wisdom to know how to share your love with them by the lives that we live, the care and concern that we express and by having the courage to explain our faith or invite them to church.  Grant that like you we would be missionary minded and that many others will come to experience your amazing love in Christ Jesus.

We pray for all who have come to Ireland seeking refuge and safety, or following the natural desire to provide a better future for one’s family.  Oh God help us to be compassionate and helpful, slow to judge and quick to bless.  Grant great wisdom to all in government who seek to formulate policies on every issue of justice, equality and immigration.  May your will for each person and family be done.  Give us wisdom also to know your will and what our attitudes and actions should be in all of these issues.  We thank you that in our church we have the privilege of sharing life and worship with people from so many different countries and cultures.  Lord we know that this is a foretaste of what heaven will be like.  So despite our differences and the tensions that that brings, help us to live and work and worship together in love and in harmony and through that example may great glory be brought to your name.  Theses prayers we offer in Jesus’ name who teaches us to pray as one family saying:

The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name,

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day, our daily bread, And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who trespass against us,

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil,

For Thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory,

For ever and ever, AMEN.

Offering:

Father thank you for all your blessings to us.  Help us to understand that our offering  is as  much a part of worship as listening to your word, praying or singing.  As we bring our gifts we ask that you would also accept the re dedication of our lives to live for your glory.  IN Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Kid’s Zone:

‘Wisdom in Worship’ 

(Exodus 15)

Intro:

Have you ever made a song or poem up for a special occasion?  (Joke rhyme or poem)

The bible verses we read today were part of a song written and sung by God’s people the Israelites.  They wrote them to celebrate a very special occasion.  It was to celebrate that God had rescued them from their enemies the Egyptians.

We sing songs every week in church to celebrate that God is so great and kind.  We sing songs every week in church to celebrate that God loves us and we are His friends.  When we do that we are ‘Worshipping God’.  Worship is praying, reading and listening to the bible and singing songs to God.

This morning we’re going to try and learn the song that the Israelites sang all those years ago and that is written down in the bible for us to read…

“I will sing unto the Lord for He has triumphed gloriously

The horse and rider fell into the sea.”

(Repeat)

“The Lord is God and I will shout it,

The Lord is God and there’s no doubt about it.”
(Repeat)

There’s one last lesson that this song teaches us about Worship.  If you think about it, this song was a new song when it was written.  Immediately after the Israelites had escaped across the Red Sea they sat down and made up a song to celebrate.  So this teaches us that worship should sometimes be modern and that it’s good to learn new songs.

But after they’d written it they never forgot about it.  For years and years after this song was very special to the Israelites because it was a constant reminder of how God had helped them.  In fact it was so important that Moses made sure it was written down in the Bible so that generations of Israelites could read it, sing it and remember what God had done!  So this teaches us that worship should sometimes be traditional, older songs that we’ve sung for many hundreds of years but that are still very special and teach us lots about God.

During our offering we’re going to sing our song again and as we do so remember It’s good to sing songs about God- It’s part of what we call Worshipping God.

Remember- when we worship God we should sing songs that are new and modern.

Remember- when we worship God we should sing songs that are older and traditional.

“I will sing unto the Lord for He has triumphed gloriously

The horse and rider fell into the sea.”

(Repeat)

“The Lord is God and I will shout it,

The Lord is God and there’s no doubt about it.”
(Repeat)
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