Order of Service 10.30 a.m.

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS:

SENTENCES AND CALL:

PRAYER (Invocation):

PRAISE:
498
Oh God our help in ages past

OT READING:
Exodus 3: 1-22 (page 48)
CHILDREN’S ADDRESS:

‘YWH- God’s Special Name’

PRAISE:
49
Be bold, be strong (x2)

PRAYER (Confession and thanks):

NT READING:
John 8: 48-59 (page 97)
PRAISE:
320
I’ll praise my Maker

PRAYER (Intercession):

PRAISE:
664
The Spirit lives to set us free

SERMON:
‘Behold Your God!’

OFFERING AND DEDICATION:

PRAISE:
746
What a friend we have in Jesus
BENEDICTION:
The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit; be with us all evermore.
Call:
Yahweh is my strength and my song.  He has become my salvation.  This is my God and I will praise Him, my Father’s God and I will exalt Him.

Invocation:

Lord God of hosts, who is like You?

You are the great I am.  The One who truly is from everlasting to everlasting with no beginning and no end.  You are the one in whom we live and move and have our very being.  You are the only one who is always there for us ready to help and to act on our behalf.  So we bless You that You are here with us this morning, loving us, desiring to minister to us, to teach us, encourage us, warn us and guide us.  And all because You love us so much.  As we sing, pray and listen to Your Word, grant us the help of Your Holy Spirit.  May we worship you not only with our lips but deeply from our hearts.  And as we do so, may You draw near to us and strengthen us in our relationship with You and in our love for each other.  This we pray in Jesus’ name, Amen.

Thanks and Confession:

Father, for the joy and care of our homes, for the food we eat, the friendships we cherish and the measure of health we enjoy we praise and bless Your Holy name.  We praise You that at Your appointed time, You sent Your Son, born of Mary, to live and work in our world to seek and save the lost, to suffer and die on the cross, to rise victorious over death and to rule at Your right hand forever.  We thank You that You sent Your Holy Spirit to the Church and to the world, to lead us into truth, to point the way to goodness, to increase among all people the spirit of compassion and understanding.  We thank you that You have chosen us in Christ to be Your people, to love and honour You, to represent You in this world and to share Your love.  Forgive us when we have failed to appreciate the privileges You have given us.  Have mercy on us when we have failed to live up to the responsibility of being Your representatives on earth.  Forgive us when we have neglected to pray and read Your word.  Have mercy on us for being so wrapped up in our own concerns that we have neglected to care for those who are in need.  So help us to change that we might not only bear the name of Christian but that people may truly see Christ in the way that we live.  So may Your great name be glorified and may all people be brought to a saving knowledge of Your Son Jesus Christ who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever, Amen.

Intercession:

You teach us that greater love has no person for another than that they give their life for a friend.  So Father, we spend a few moments in silence to thank You for all who gave their lives in great conflicts of the past to deliver us from the threat of oppression.  SILENCE

We pray for every area of conflict in our world at present and ask that somehow You may bring true and lasting peace.  Move among us in mighty ways by Your Spirit, breaking down barriers of fear, suspicion and hatred.  Forgive us, that at times in the West we have acted arrogantly claiming God was on our side yet in the process we have created greater suffering and deeply damaged relationships.  Help us to ensure that in the policies we adopt and the practices that we employ that we are on Your side.  Lord bring unity where there is division, justice where there is unfairness and equality where there is disparity.

We pray for our country and government.  Lord strengthen the forces of goodness and truth and teach us to share prosperity that those whose lives are impoverished may pass from need and despair to dignity and joy.  

We take a few moments in silence to remember those known to us and in our church family 

who are struggling with illness:  SILENCE

who bear the heavy load of being a full time carer:
SILENCE

who are failing with age and are in full time nursing care:
SILENCE

who are having to bring up children on their own:
SILENCE

who are struggling to make a new life for themselves in Ireland:
SILENCE

Finally Lord, we pray for Your church.  Keep her true to Your gospel and responsive to the needs of all.  Make known Your saving power in Jesus Christ by the witness of her faith, her worship and her life.  For it’s in His name that we pray, Amen.

Offering:

Gracious God, when Your kindness and generosity dawned upon the world, and You lavished Your love upon us in Jesus Christ our Saviour, You called us to believe in You and to devote ourselves to good works.  So now we bring our gifts to You and offer them and our whole lives with joy for Your service, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

Children’s Address-

‘YWH- God’s Special name.’

Intro:

Names are very important because often they tell us something about the thing or person that has that name.  Let me give you an example.  

Arklow was named by the Vikings who came to live here over a thousand years ago.  They called this place Arn Kell after the name of their big chief.  They also called it ‘lo’ because it was an area of low lying meadows near water.  Today we’ve mixed these tow things together to get the name Arklow.  So the name of our town Arklow tells us that once Vikings lived here and also that our town is in a valley, has lots of grass and a river running through it.

Does anybody know what their own name means?

In the bible God told Moses His special name.  He did this to help Moses understand something about God so that he would be brave enough to do a tough job.  You see God’s people the Israelites were being treated very badly by people called the Egyptians.  God asked Moses to go to the Egyptian King Pharoah and tell him to stop being mean and to let God’s people go free.  How do think Moses felt?

Moses didn’t want to go.  He was scared that Pharoah would be really cross.  So God told Moses His name to help him be brave.  He said, Moses, ‘My special name is YWH’  Do you know what this means?

YWH means ‘I am the One Great God who has always lived.  And I will always be there to help You.”

Why do you think that helped Moses?

When Moses thought about God’s special name YWH.  It reminded him that God was always with Him and that He would help him to be brave and tell Pharoah to stop being nasty to the Israelites and to let them go free.

The great thing is that Moses’ God is our God-  Our God is YWH.  He is the Only true God who has always lived and He everywhere we go He is there to help us.  When do you feel afraid?  When might you need to remember that God is there to help you?

Maybe when you are doing a hard test in school or when you are afraid to go to sleep at night.  Maybe when you are going to playschool or if someone says something nasty to you at school.  Maybe when you’re asked to do a job for your teacher or when you have to move house.  Maybe when you have to go into a new group of people for the first time.  Maybe you have to go to the doctor or even hospital.

Whenever, you’re like Moses and you feel scared remember God’s special name YWH.  Remember it means that He’s always been alive and that He’s always there to help us, especially when we’re feeling scared.  Talk to Him.  Thank Him for being there for you and ask him to help you to be brave.

Exodus 1


The God of the Hebrews

Chapters 1-12

Intro:

Is it a boy?  Does she have ear-rings?  Has he got big lips?  Does she wear glasses? Is he bald?  Last November I remember going to bed each night with these questions ringing in my ears.  No I wasn’t going mad.  It’s just that Erin got the game ‘Guess Who’ for her birthday and it was a real hit.  So every morning and every evening for at least a month we sat down at the kitchen table, chose a card from the pile, and tried to discover who the other person had by a process of elimination.  You soon get to know what the key questions are to discover whether your opponent’s got Frank, Karen, Anita or Victor.

But what about God?  How do we find out what He is like?  And once we’ve found out what He’s like.  What does that tell us about the relationship He wants with us?

In the opening chapters of the book of Exodus, the writer describes different characters and events, all the while including little details in order to reveal to us something of the character of God.  For example Moses being told to take off His sandals at the burning bush, shows us that God is Holy and to be approached with reverence and awe.  The author also reveals to us something of God’s intimate relationship with His people including the importance and outworking of His covenant with the Hebrews.  So the story about Moses, Zipporah and circumcision is included in order to emphasise the importance of God’s covenant with His people and the seriousness of breaking it.  Over the next few Sundays, I want to lead you on a journey of discovery through the book of Exodus.  This morning I us to briefly survey the first 12 chapters, focusing particularly on chapter 3.  As we do so we will try to answer the following question.  What do these chapters tell us about the character of God? And what lessons can we learn?

1
The character of God revealed:

As we open the book of Exodus, one of the first things we learn about God is that He is full of compassion.  He cares deeply for His people.  So He listens to their cries for rescue from their Egyptian oppressors and sets in motion a rescue operation led by His chosen servant Moses.   Secondly, the very fact that God chooses Moses to be His man for the job reveals to us that He is God of grace and mercy.  Moses was a murderer, living in exile for 40 years in order to escape retribution for his crime. Yet in mercy God gives him a second chance, an opportunity to restore to him the years that the locust had eaten.  As the story unfolds we’re also reminded that God is faithful, someone who keeps the agreement he made with Abraham in Genesis that one day his family would inherit the Promised Land.  God’s reveals His mighty power and authority over all rulers and false gods through miraculous signs and the plagues that he brings on Egypt.  As we follow the narrative, it’s as if the writer shouts at us through his pen and parchment ‘Behold Your God!’  For the wonderful truth is that the God of Exodus, the God of Moses, the God of the Hebrews is our God, immortal and unchanging.  He’s still a God of compassion who cares for us when we suffer.  He’s still the God of mercy and grace who gives us a second chance no matter how badly we’ve messed up.  He’s still the God who keeps His word.  He’s still the one and only true God, all-powerful and with all authority, willing and able to help us whatever our needs.  

Let me encourage you to play your own game of ‘Guess Who’ in the bible.  Take time this week to browse through the first twelve chapters of Exodus and ask yourself some key questions- what does this teach me about what God is like? And how can that help me in my day-to-day life?

2
The Name of God explained:

As well as highlighting the character of God through events in the narrative, the writer of Exodus is at great pains to reveal to his readers the Divine Name.  Even in our own culture names can have great significance.  Often a car can be extortionately expensive simply because of the name on the badge.  Yet we are prepared to pay the extra because we know the name is renowned for quality and reliability.  On a more light-hearted note, apparently when I was born my parents couldn’t decide what to call me and for at least a few days I was affectionately known as ‘Fred’.   I don’t know how accurate it is, but the story goes that my uncle suggested the name ‘Michael’.  When asked why his reply was, “Because if we ever move into a united Ireland they’ll never know if he’s a Protestant or a Catholic.”  So names can be important.

In the culture of the A.N.E names were even more important because they were tied closely to a person’s very essence.  To learn a person’s name was to have access to a person’s very character.  The names of gods were also extremely important because they revealed the very character of the god that they referred to.  

So it is that in chapter 3, a very significant chapter in the book of Exodus, not least because we’re Presbyterian, that God reveals His Divine name to Moses when he appears before Him in the burning bush.  This revelation is set in the context of the plight of God’s people as abused slaves under the control of their Egyptian oppressors.  God needs someone to lead his people out of Egypt towards the Promised Land.  So he reveals himself to Moses and gives to him a seeming Mission Impossible.  Quite naturally Moses’ initial reaction is one of fear and insecurity.  The very suddenness and strangeness of a supernatural voice speaking to him out of a miraculously burning bush would be enough to make anyone suspicious.  Then there was the very enormity of the task- to command the leader of one of the world’s super-powers to stop mistreating God’s chosen people (the Hebrews) and let them go!  If Moses was going to have the confidence that this wasn’t some sort of heat-induced mirage or hallucination, he was going to need some sort of evidence, something to hold on to; something to give him the courage to believe and to complete the mission.  That something was the Divine Name- God reveals His name to Moses and in so doing reminds Him of His very nature.  It is with the assurance of who he’s talking to coupled with the trust he has in God’s character that enables Moses to take God at his word and confront the King of Egypt, albeit with the help of his brother Aaron.  But what is it about the Divine Name revealed to Moses that enables him to overcome his fear?

Firstly, this God who was speaking to him was familiar, He calls Himself the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  This God had a proven track record in the lives of Moses’ ancestors.  He’d heard about this God, this was his God, the one, true God.  This was the God who had made promises to his forefathers and who was now ready to fulfil them.  

Like Moses we often have doubts about God, not least because we’re bombarded with the constant idea that He does not exist.  At times like these we need to remember that God is the God of our ancestors.  He is the God of the Early Church Fathers.  He is the historical figure of Jesus Christ whose life and miracles are born witness to by even non-Christian writers of His time.  Listen to what the Roman statesman Tacitus writes in AD 64.  In his account of the great fire of Rome in which the Christians were blamed he says, “They got their name from Christ who was executed by sentence of the procurator Pontius Pilate in the region of Tiberius.”

In his writings entitled ‘Jewish Antiquities’ in AD 94, another non-Christian, the Jewish historian Josephus writes, “About this time lived Jesus, a wise man…For he was one who did surprising deeds, a teacher of those who delight in accepting the unusual… on the accusation of our leading men, Pilate condemned him to the cross, but those who had loved him from the first did not cease to do so.”

In our moments of doubt we can cling to the truth that our faith is firmly grounded in the historical events of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and in the testimony of his power and presence in the lives of his followers ever since.

Secondly, God reveals Himself to Moses as ‘I am’, saying ‘I am who I am’.  There is much scholarly debate over the meaning of this phrase but the majority agree that it is a Hebrew idiom in which something is defined in terms of itself.  So literally it means ‘I am indeed He who is’.  Furthermore it is not simply a philosophical statement, but rather in the context God is saying to Moses, ‘I am He who is there for you, I am with you, really and truly present, ready to help and act’.  So in the desperate need of his people crying out to be rescued from a seemingly hopeless situation God reveals His name, His very essence.  In so doing God assures Moses that He is with him, and that Moses has immediate and intimate access to him in fellowship and in saving power.

God is still ‘I am’ today.  In fact Jesus used this phrase in reference to Himself many times, thus claiming to be God.  Jesus is with us by His Spirit any time, any place, anywhere.  And through His Spirit He promises us His power to do immeasurably more than all that we ask or imagine.  Do you feel a bit like Moses?  Unable for the task?  Unable to live for Christ?  Unable to share your faith?  Unable to cope without your partner?  Unable to face that operation or the pain?  Then every time you see the symbol of the burning bush listen for God’s voice as he whispers, “I am who I am.” 

“I am He who is there for you, I am with you, really and truly present, ready to help and to act.”

3
The heart of God exposed:

All of this exposes us to the very heart of God.  A heart of love for those He has made and especially to those whom He has chosen as His own people.  God is intimately concerned with the plight of His people.  When they weep, He weeps, when they suffer, He suffers, when they cry out for mercy he listens and responds.  Interestingly the writer of Exodus refers to God as the ‘God of the Hebrews’.  This name was originally given to the underclasses who were considered as nomadic peasants with no civil rights similar to travellers in our present day.  Yet it is these people who God particularly sets His love upon to rescue them from their Egyptian oppressors.

There is a lesson here for us too.  God does not change.  He is still the God who cares for the underclasses, for the poor and the oppressed, for the old and frail, the disabled and the diseased, the lonely and the stranger, the released prisoner, the divorcee, the alcoholic, the migrant worker.  The list could go on and on, but it includes all those who in some way are often considered as social outcasts.  Society doesn’t know what to do with them and sadly often the church cares very little for them.  Often they would find a warmer reception at the corner bar than in a church pew.

But Jesus would find a place for them because he cares.  He is still the God of the Hebrews- the underclasses.  He still cares particularly for the misfits in society.  And if we claim to be His followers then we must care too.  Not just in our hearts, not just with good intentions but with words that will champion the cause of those who have no voice and with actions that will demonstrate the love of Christ.

Conclusion:

In concluding, let me encourage you again to browse through the first 12 chapters of the book of Exodus.  As the story unfolds, beneath its layers and characters look for the Character of God revealed.  A God of mercy and grace, one who cares for His people, the only true God, all-powerful and in complete control, able to do the impossible. In that climactic story of the burning bush listen to God revealing His Divine Name, His very nature…He is the God of history, the God of our ancestors, even non-Christians have born testimony to His miraculous deeds.  And what He has done for our ancestors, He can do for us today.  He is the great ‘I am’- the one who always is, there for us anytime, anywhere; willing to act and help us with whatever we face.  Hear the beating of His heart for the poor and the oppressed.  Remember that He is still the God of the Hebrews, the underclasses today, and we who bear His name must follow His example.
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