Order of Service 10.00 a.m.

WELCOME:

CALL to WORSHIP:

PRAYER (Adoration and Invitation):

PRAISE:
242
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest


454
Majesty, worship His majesty

PRAYER (Confession and thanks):

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

CHILDREN’S TALK:

PRAISE:
325
I’m special because God has loved me

PRAYER (Intercession):

OT READING:
Exodus 20: 17 (page 78)

NT READING:
1 Timothy 6: 6-10 (page 1194)

PRAISE:
37
As the deer pants for the water

SERMON:
‘The Forbidden Desire’

OFFERING AND PRAYER:

PRAISE:
590
Seek ye first the kingdom of God
BENEDICTION:
The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit; be with us all evermore.
Children’s Address (Don’t covet)

Intro:

What are the first 9 commandments?

What is the tenth commandment?  “Do not be jealous”

(If you can say all ten commandments to me during coffee time or next week or any week after, you can win a special prize).

Sometimes the colour of something tells us important information or can tell us how someone is feeling.  Let’s play a game.  I’ll tell you a colour and you tell me what it makes you think of or how a person might feel.

If you saw a cartoon figure all dressed in black what might that tell you about it?

If a bull saw the colour red how would he feel?

When someone’s feeling sad we say that they are feeling what colour?

If you saw a big yellow sun how would you feel?

We say that someone is green if they are feeling what?

Development:

What does it mean to be jealous?

Can you think of something that belongs to someone else that you would really like?

Can you think of something you’re not good at that you wish you were?

Why do you think God says we should not be jealous?

God has a special plan for each of us.  He puts us all in different families and in different situations.  He makes us all good at different things.  God wants us to be happy with what he gives us.  God wants us to be happy with what we’re good at.  He doesn’t want us to be jealous of other people.

We can all be thankful to God for what He has given us and the things He’s made us good at.

Prayer:

Dear God, I’m sorry when I am jealous.  Thank you for the things you have given me.  Thank you for the things I’m good at.  Help me to be glad about what other people have and what they are good at.  Amen.

The Forbidden Desire:

Intro:

I once got the privilege of visiting Kenya for a couple of months.  I went out with a mission team when I was in my mid twenties.  One of our main tasks was to help rebuild a primary school in a rural village.  We thought it would be a good idea to bring the children at the school a gift.  So we produced a football.  It was clear from their excitement, wide eyes and broad smiles that many of them had never seen a real football before.  It was such a novelty in fact that lessons were suspended for the day.  In less than half an hour a volleyball net had been constructed out of plant fibres and the game began.  We were delighted at how much pleasure such a simple gift could bring.  But then something happened that took us by complete surprise.  The children began to fight over the ball to such an extent that the game had to be abandoned.

Afterwards, I couldn’t help thinking how foolish we’d been bringing only one ball among so many children.  We’d greatly underestimated the internal human desire to want something that we’ve never seen or touched before or that somebody else owns.  That desire is called coveting.  I saw the strength of that desire that day in a way that was both surprising but also frightening.

1
Why can coveting be harmful?

It’s because of the strength of this internal law that God says to us “Do not covet.”  It’s because of the potential to lead us into harm that God warns us to be on our guard against this craving of our hearts.

But why does coveting have such negative potential?

The commentator Alex Motyer gives us a helpful insight.  He says, “the tenth commandment is not just where God’s law ends but it is also the point where every breach begins.”

i)
 it can cause us to disobey the other commandments

You see when we covet we aren’t just breaking one commandment, we are opening the door to the threat of ignoring all the other commandments.  That’s why James writes that we sin “when by our own evil desires” we are “dragged away and enticed.”  You see the real strength of sin is not in an outward temptation it lies in the secret twistings of our internal desires.  Even those desires have been affected by the fall and the consequences of sin.  

We see this in operation in the biblical account of King David.  He seriously broke both the 6th and the 7th commandments.  He committed adultery with Bathsheba then he arranged for the murder of her husband to try and cover up his own sin.

But all of this began with David seeing Bathsheba sunbathing and desiring her within his heart.  It all began with coveting; the desire to have something which he knew belonged to someone else.  And if we think, “well I would never do that” remember David was described in the bible as “a man after God’s own heart,” a spiritual man, a man of great faith.  Yet unguarded desire within his heart caused him to commit adultery and murder.  Despite receiving God’s forgiveness David’s life and Kingdom were never the same again.

ii)
it is internal and is difficult to detect

We need to take coveting seriously because it comes from within and can easily go unnoticed before it’s too late.  We need to take coveting seriously because the wrong type of coveting can lead us into other areas of sin in our lives.

iii)
it can cause us to be ungrateful and to distrust God

But of course, apart from causing us to break the other commandments, coveting in itself has an inherent air of wrongness about it.  There are times when our discontent and desire to have something or be like someone else makes us ungrateful to God.  So coveting can blind us to the goodness of God and cause us to distrust the promises that He has made to care for us and to provide for all our needs.  It can also be an expression of a lack of faith in a loving heavenly Father who has made us the way we are and put us where we are for a special purpose.  In effect, when we constantly hanker after another life we’re saying to God, you must have made a mistake!  But God makes no mistakes.  Each of us is special to Him.  Each of us is unique.  Each of us have been placed in particular circumstances with individual abilities to do something good for God right where we are, just as we are.

It’s like the dog who looked in a pond and saw another dog carrying a beautiful bone.  He dived in to grab the bone only to drop the one he was carrying which then floated out to sea.  At times we all think the grass is greener on the other side.  Well maybe it is but you’ll probably find that it stinks of manure!  Let me encourage you not to envy the life of someone else.  Make the best of your own!

2
What should we covet?

i)
All that is good:

But does this mean that every desire to want something else is wrong?  No it doesn’t.  Not all coveting is bad.  It is not wrong to want the things that make life good, more fun and more enjoyable.  It’s not wrong to want to change career or car or hairstyle!  It’s not wrong to have ambition, to set new goals and achieve them.  Providing that our desires are not causing us to break any of the other commandments or damage our faith and trust in a loving and caring God it is normal and right to desire things that make life fine and good.  Life is to be celebrated and enjoyed not just endured.

ii)
A life that is more like Jesus

One final thing remains to be said.  While it is always right to be content with what we have, in one sense we should never be content with who we are.  We must always covet the knowledge and the goodness, the mind and the character which so far we have not attained.  In the NT the apostle Paul writing to the church in Corinth encourages them to covet the best spiritual gifts.  The example of Jesus is always before us, and we must always with the help of God’s Spirit be trying our hardest to get closer and closer to this standard.  It is always right for us to say, “I wish I was more like Jesus.” And it is right to do everything we can to be more like Him.

Keeping the commandments can never make us a Christian.  Rather, God’s law exposes our faults and shows us our need of a Saviour.  But once we’ve been to Christ for forgiveness and acceptance, God’s law becomes our yardstick, our example to follow.  Let me encourage you to covet a life of obedience to God’s law.  So with the help of God’s Spirit may we know true fulfilment and through our lives bring glory and honour to our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Call:

“The Lord is great and greatly to be praised.  Honour and majesty are before Him, strength and beauty are in His sanctuary.  Give to the Lord the glory due to His name: bring an offering and come into His courts.  Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; fear before Him, all the earth.”

Adoration/invitation:

Lord God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, you alone are worthy to receive power and riches, wisdom and strength, honour and glory, blessing and obedience.  Everything we have comes from you and especially our salvation in Christ.  Without your initiative and love we would have no hope of ever being reconciled to you.  But we bless you that in Christ we are no longer your enemies but your friends and your brothers and sisters.  We praise you that nothing can ever separate us from your love in Jesus Christ.  Accept the adoration of our hearts this morning and by your Spirit enable us to worship you in sincerity and in the beauty of holiness.  So may the praise of our lips and the worship of our lives bring you all the glory today and every day. In Jesus’ name we ask it, Amen.

Confession and thanks:

Lord despite your love for us we admit that we don’t always love you in return.  We think particularly this morning of the times when we have coveted the possessions or the abilities of other people.  

For the occasions when we have moaned and complained about who you’ve made us- Lord, forgive us

For the times we have been ungrateful for all the privileges and blessings we enjoy- Lord, forgive us

For the times when we have not believed that you were in control and doubted your care and your promise to provide our needs- Lord forgive us.

Father thank you for your promise that when we confess our sins you are faithful and just to forgive us and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  So hear and accept the words of Jesus- “Go in peace, your sins are forgiven.”

Help us Lord, each day by your Spirit to be aware of the secret jealousies within our hearts and give us your grace to overcome their temptations.  Enable us to be truly content with who you’ve made us to be, where you’ve placed us and with what you have given us.    This we ask in Jesus’ name, Amen.

Intercession:

Lord we pray for all who are weighed down with the mystery of suffering.  Reveal yourself to them as the God of love who longs to share our burdens.  In ways that are a mystery turn their frustration and anxiety into goodness and blessing by drawing them into a deeper fellowship with yourself and into a richer appreciation and understanding of those who love and care for them.

O God, you have promised to be our God even into our old age.  So we ask that you would comfort the elderly and all who are weary because of increasing years.  We pray also for the success of government initiatives like the Positive Ageing Season which brings encouragement and reminds us all that as we get older life can still be enjoyed.  Help us to do all that we can to include and encourage the older members of our community and to take time to listen and learn from their wisdom.

We remember again, every man and woman who is suffering anxiety and distress because they are unable to find employment.  Give wisdom to our government and local authorities that new initiatives may be discovered to stabilise the economy and to provide new opportunities of employment for everyone.  We pray for those who because of a physical or mental disability have been neglected in this area.  Give vision and success to all who endeavour to encourage these people and to find opportunities of employment for them.

We remember those who have entered Ireland from other countries because of a threat to their lives or because of a genuine desire to make a better life for themselves and their families.  Give wisdom to our government in every area of policy regarding immigration and grant that where there is unfairness that justice might be restored.  For those who have had to return home to uncertainty we ask that you will watch over them, protect them, provide for them and give them wisdom for every difficult decision regarding their future.

We remember all who have lost family and friends recently through illness, or accident, war or disaster and pray that you will bring them comfort and provide them with the support that they need.  Help us always not just to pray but to be willing to put feet and hands to our prayers and so be sincere in what we say.  This we ask in Jesus’ name who teaches us to pray saying:

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name,

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day, our daily bread, And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who trespass against us, And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil, For Thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory,

For ever and ever, AMEN.

Offering:

Lord as we bring you our offerings we say thank you for providing for our needs.  Out of the abundance you have given us give us the courage and compassion to share with others.  Open our eyes that we may see you in our brothers and sisters.  Open our ears that we may hear the cries from the hungry, frightened and oppressed.  Open our hands that we may reach out to all who are in need.  Open our hearts that we might love each other as you love us.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
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