Order of Service 10.00 a.m.

WELCOME:

CALL to WORSHIP:

PRAYER (Adoration and Invitation):

PRAISE:
200
Great is Thy Faithfulness

PRAYER (Confession and thanks):

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

CHILDREN’S TALK:
‘Don’t commit adultery’

PRAISE:
302
I want to walk with Jesus Christ
PRAYER (Intercession):

OT READING:
Psalm 51 (page 573)

NT READING:
John 8: 1-11 (page 1073)

PRAISE:
445
Lord the light of your love is shining

SERMON:
‘The Essential Purity’
OFFERING AND PRAYER:

PRAISE:
746
What a friend we have in Jesus
BENEDICTION:
The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit; be with us all evermore.
Kid’s Address: 
‘Don’t commit adultery.’

Intro:

Recap on first 6 commandments (Prizes for correct answers)

What is the seventh commandment?

Development:

When a man and a woman get married they promise that they will always love each other.  To ‘commit adultery’ means to break that promise.  It means to act as though you were married to a different man or woman.  When we do that it hurts the person we are married to and it makes God sad.  If you get married some day, make sure you try your best to keep this commandment because you love God.  

God would love it and we would love it if people who were married always kept their promises and always stayed together and loved each other forever.  Sometimes no matter how hard people try they end up not being together anymore.  Sometimes mums and dads live apart or even get a divorce and marry someone else.

Even when this happens it is important to remember something-  God still loves you. He still loves your mum and your dad.  Even when people break their promises or do things that make us sad, God always forgives them when they say sorry and He always gives people a second chance.  Even if our mums and dads don’t live together we can still be happy and we can still love them both and know that they love us too.

Prayer:

Dear God, thank you for giving us commands that are good and that help us not to hurt each other.  Help me to keep my promises to the people I love, Amen.

The Essential Purity.

Intro:

I want to read the memoirs of a Teacher as they recollect a very significant event in the life of the school in which they taught:

Suddenly a deadly silence descended upon the staff room.  The headmaster began to speak.  He was a small man but tough in character, not one to betray his emotions or portray any sign of weakness.  But this morning was different.  His body was visibly shaking, his voice barely audible for fear of breaking down.  “I regret to have to inform you that one of our staff has been suspended from duty while undergoing police investigations.”

We all knew who he was talking about.  For a number of staff and certainly for a large number of pupils it was no great surprise.  For others though, it was deeply shocking and seemingly impossible to believe.  But at that moment little did any of us realise the extent of the deceit and abuse that would be revealed in the investigations that were to follow.  Neither could anything prepare us for the devastating influence the media publicity was to have on the reputation of our school and the relationships between staff, parents and pupils.  It took us years to recover, but while the graffiti on the desk can be cleaned the memory will never be erased from our minds.

1
What does this commandment mean?

In the seventh commandment God warns us, “Do not commit adultery.”  The Hebrew word translated in our bibles as ‘adultery’ is used mainly to refer to sexual sin between someone who is married with another person.  In some cases the word is used when it is unclear if the people involved are married or not.  It is also used as a metaphor for religious infidelity, of cheating on God.  

In essence then, what this commandment is saying to us is, whether we are married or single, God’s will for us is to keep our lives pure and to avoid sexual misconduct.

2
Why does God tell us to live like this?

i)
Impurity defiles God’s Image:

There are many good reasons for keeping sex for marriage and remaining faithful to our married partner for the rest of our lives.  Even from a health perspective it can help reduce the spread of sexually transmitted diseases, or the number of unwanted pregnancies.  But within the context of this passage, the main reason for keeping this commandment is because when we break it we defile the image of God our Creator and damage our relationship with Him and with those He has created.  You see, just as we destroy the image of God in another human being when we murder so we deface that image when we engage in sexual sin.  In Genesis we read that God made men and women in his image.  We also read how when the first man and woman came together sexually they became as ‘one flesh’.  In a sense this oneness, despite the differences between male and female reflects the triune nature of God- One God, yet three persons.

In the OT we also read how God makes a covenant with His people.  He makes promises to them and He remains utterly committed to them and faithful to those promises.  As such God is often described as being ‘married’ to His people and Christians are described as the ‘bride of Christ.’  When we marry someone we promise them and God that we will remain faithful and committed to that person for the rest of our lives.  We are also acknowledging that God’s ideal of marriage is the best way for people to live and to raise children.

Even if we are not married, we still belong to God.  He made us.  He loves us.  As a Christian we are married to Him through Christ.  So we have promised Him that we will remain faithful to Him and we acknowledge that His ways of sexual conduct are the wisest, even when our friends and the media tell us something different.

So when we break our marriage vows or engage in sexual activity outside of marriage we distort and deface the image of God within us.  Because you see, God’s image is one of lasting unity, His image is one of faithfulness.  His image is that of loving commitment from beginning to end.  His image is of one who always keeps their promises.  His image is not that of impulsive lust that does not last.  His image is not that of one who cannot be trusted to keep the promise that he has made.  So the first reason to keep ourselves sexually pure, is because in so doing we truly reflect the image of God.  Just as the reputation of a school is seriously tarnished by a teacher that abuses their position of authority, so God’s image is seriously distorted when we fail to keep this commandment.

ii)
We harm our relationship with God and with others:

Any betrayal of trust harms a relationship and can be very difficult to repair.  So the school recovered, but only after months of whispering, “Surely she must have known?”  “Do you think he’s one of them…?”  Even when the graffiti was removed and things returned to normality, the scar of remembrance was almost impossible to erase.

When we fall into sexual sin either as a married person or as someone who is single we end up hurting others, hurting ourselves and hurting God to whom we have vowed our allegiance.  Thankfully, because God is gracious there is always the hope of reconciliation, always the promise of forgiveness and a new beginning, always the assurance that the wounds will heal.  But even then, the scars can remain and from time to time we feel them…

While magnifying God’s love and His forgiveness, let’s remember that the consequences of ignoring this commandment can be very great.

3
How can we keep this commandment?

i)
Admit that it isn’t easy!

The first thing that we need to admit is that having the self-control to avoid sexual sin is not easy.  Even if we have never physically engaged in such activity, Jesus reminds us in the Sermon on the Mount that even the desire to do such things is tantamount to breaking this commandment.  He says, “You have heard it said, you shall not commit adultery, but I say to you that everyone who looks at another person lustfully has already committed adultery with them in their heart.”

Here Jesus is not talking about the natural attraction between a boy and a girl hoping to fall in love and find a life-long partner.  He’s not even talking about the natural feelings, which can be strong at times, which arise within us when we are attracted to someone else.  Nor is he even slightly suggesting that natural sexual relations within marriage are anything but God-given and beautiful.  What he is referring to is unlawful sex outside of marriage whether practised by married or unmarried people.  What he is forbidding is deliberate lusting or desiring to engage in such activities and enjoying playing these events over and over in our minds.

Unfortunately, in modern society our minds are bombarded from every angle by words, sounds and images which make it difficult for us not to commit adultery in our hearts and minds.  How then are we to maintain our purity at a level that both we and God are satisfied with?

ii)
Don’t put your fingers in the fire and expect not to get burnt:

Jesus says that we must take the threat seriously, and at times take fairly drastic action.  So he says, “If your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and throw it away, it is better for you to lose part of your body than for the whole body to be thrown into hell, if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away, it is better that you lose part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.”

What Jesus doesn’t want us to do is to take this completely literally.  Believe it or not, historically many people have tried to do this.  The 3rd Century scholar Origen of Alexandria actually made himself a eunuch in an attempt to escape sexual temptation.  Others have adopted a completely monastic life to try and escape the fatal attractions of the world, only to discover that these temptations occupy the mind as much as the media.

No, our Lord is not advocating mutilation, rather he is advising mortification.  Mortification is the biblical word for putting to death the sins that we are prone to fall into.  It’s all part of Jesus’ call to us as His followers to take up our cross and follow him.  Just as he died for our sins, we are to die to the sins that we commit on a daily basis.  But how can we do this?  Well we have God’s Spirit within us, so we must pray for His help, His strength and His courage.  But what we also have is our own responsibility and that is what Jesus emphasises here.

So in practice, plucking out our eyes means, “Don’t look! Or look away!”  In day to day living cutting off our hands or feet means, “Don’t handle that!”  “Don’t go there!”

In saying this it is not my job to lay down any man-made rule about what you or any other Christian should watch or where you should go.  We have to recognise that we’re all different.  Sexual desire is more easily aroused in some than in others.  Self-control comes more naturally to some than to others.  Our temperaments and our temptations differ.  We have no right to stand in judgement on others regarding what they feel able, before God to permit themselves.  But what Jesus is saying is that “If” what you see, or handle or where you go causes you to sin then you’d better think twice.

The reality is that for many of us avoiding sexual temptation and maintaining our Christian purity will mean deliberately declining to read certain books or magazines, to watch certain films or T.V. programmes or to visit particular places.  If we do this we may well be regarded by others as narrow-minded Philistines, as uneducated people.  They may be right!  We may have to become to some degree culturally maimed in order to preserve our purity of mind.  The only question we have to ask ourselves is- our we willing to endure this ridicule in order to gain the prize?

There is one thing here that Jesus is crystal clear about-  As John Stott puts it, “It is better to forgo some experiences this life offers in order to enter the life which is eternal.  It is better to accept some cultural amputation in this world than risk final destruction in the next.”  
Eternity is more important than the present.  Purity is more important than culture.

Each of us must decide quite simply, whether to live for this world or the next, whether to follow the crowd or Christ.

Call:

“Because of the Lord’s love we are not consumed for His compassions never fail.  They are new every morning.  Great is His faithfulness.”

Invocation:

Almighty God, Father, Son and Spirit we worship you because you are perfect in every aspect of your being.  We bless you that you are completely trustworthy and that you always keep your promises.  Thank you that have promised to be with us as we meet in your name this morning.  Help us to sing from the depths of our hearts, to listen with intent, to pray sincerely and to be willing to obey.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Thanks and confession:

Lord help us to face the truth about ourselves.  We don’t always love you the most in our lives.  Sometimes we make idols of other things and other people.  At times our thoughts about you are wrong.  We don’t always keep the promises we’ve made to you and occasionally we use your name wrongly.  At times Sunday is just like any other day and we don’t always come to church when we could.  We haven’t always treated our parents kindly and we sometimes hurt other people by the things that we say and do.  We’ve been unfaithful to the ones we love and have made promises to.  We’ve allowed our minds to dwell on things that are impure.

Lord, we’ve all broken your commands.  We’re all sinners.  But we are sorry for our sins and we want to change.  Please have mercy on us.

We thank you that Christ has delivered us from the dominion of sin.  We thank you that Christ is our new King.  Thank you that His Spirit lives within us to help us live for you.  Thank you for giving us the bible to guide us how you want us to live.  Help us by your Spirit to remember each of your commandments and give us the courage, strength and wisdom to live them out in our daily lives for your honour and our joy.  This we pray in Jesus’ name, Amen.

Intercession:

Sick, recovering, carers, elderly and living at home or nursing care.  Those who mourn.

Father we pray for every child and person who has been abused and cruelly treated.  Give them your healing and a sense of worth that comes from knowing that each of them is loved and precious in your eyes.

Lord we commit to your special care those families where there is only one parent.  Help that parent to find in you and your people the resources and the wisdom that they need.  Put into our hearts the need to give support and please provide the resources where benefits or lacking and the answers where there seems to be no solution to a problem.

We pray for all children whose lives have been affected by the break-up of their family.  Whatever the circumstances heal any wounds that have formed.  Give each one such a sense of your fatherly care that they may grow strong and straight in their emotions able to form good and loving relationships in their own time.

Lord, bless every child that has no mother or father and who may even have no family at all.  You know how they are feeling and how much love they need.  Please raise up more foster and adoptive parents to love and care for them.  Give us wisdom to know what as your people we can do to show them that you care.

These prayers we offer in Jesus’ name who teaches us to pray:

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name,

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day, our daily bread, And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who trespass against us,

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil,

For Thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory,

For ever and ever, AMEN.

Offering:

Lord thank you that your financial provision for us is another reminder of your faithfulness.  Help us to be faithful to you and to those whom we love in all purity and for your glory.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
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