Order of Service 10.00 a.m.

WELCOME:

CALL to WORSHIP:

PRAYER (Adoration and Invitation):

PRAISE:
784
You servants of God, your master proclaim

PRAYER (Confession and thanks):

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

CHILDREN’S TALK:

PRAISE:
790
You are the King of glory

PRAYER (Intercession):

OT READING:
Exodus 21: 12-25 (page 79)
NT READING:
Matthew 5: 38-48 (page 970)

PRAISE:
162
From heaven you came helpless babe

SERMON:
‘Life is sacred’

OFFERING AND PRAYER:

PRAISE:
456
Make me a channel of your peace
BENEDICTION:
The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit; be with us all evermore.
Kid’s Address: ‘Don’t Kill.’

Intro:

Recap the first 5 commandments:

The sixth commandment is “Do not murder.”

Development:

Did someone ever break or destroy something that you had made?

I remember when I was young my sister stood on my action man tent and it was never able to stand up again.  I was really mad for days and days.  I was so cross I could have killed her or punched her.

God has made everything there is.  God loves everything that he has made, especially people.  Because people are so special to God we must never destroy someone else’s life.  That would be to destroy what God has made.  Sometimes we can destroy someone else’s life by what we say as well as by what we do.  How can we destroy someone by what we say?  How could we destroy someone by what we do?

God wants us to help other people not destroy them by what we say or do.

Prayer:

Dear God forgive us for when we destroy other people’s lives by saying or doing something nasty to them.  Help us to be kind to other people by what in what we say and in what we do, even when they aren’t nice to us.  Amen.

Life is sacred.

Intro:

I was only 6 when Granda Anderson died.  I was sad at the time but in all honesty the impact of his death on me personally has been minimal.  Unfortunately, it’s a very different story for my dad, his brother and especially my granny.  Because you see my granda didn’t just die, he was murdered.  He’d taken up driving a taxi after he retired from the RUC.  Then one day he was called out on a bogus taxi run in South Armagh and gunned down by the provisional IRA.  I’ll never really know the impact it’s had on my father, he’s never really talked about it much- a father’s way of shielding his children, his own way of dealing with the pain.  He did tell me once that my granny coped on the adrenalin for the first 6 months after his death but was plunged into a complete breakdown shortly after.  My mum did tell me how she once found my dad lying on the bed some years later just sobbing, “I loved him and they took him.” Death is painful enough when it happens due to illness, or even an accident, but when a life is deliberately taken and years of future togetherness are cruelly stolen the depth of sorrow can be unimaginable and the impact on the lives of others can be devastating.  

I share this story because I want us to somehow grasp the reality of why God lays down his sixth rule of life, “You shall not murder.”  It’s not just some philosophical decision, made after hours of theological debate.  It’s not some dry statement of case law designed by a team of barristers.  It is a Divine principle emanating from the heart of God our heavenly father who understands the depth of pain, anger and loss that such an action brings.

1
What does this commandment mean?

Firstly, despite all that I’ve shared about the deep impact of taking another person’s life on those who remain, let me say that I don’t think this commandment forbids the taking of life in every circumstance.  For in the Old Testament God does also lay down regulations for the administration of capital punishment and on more than one occasion He permits His people to engage in war.  However, it must also be said that when these statements are viewed in the light of the teaching of Jesus who said, “Love your enemies and pray for those who treat you badly,” it is no easy task to sort out what as Christians we should believe because the God of the OT is the same as the God of the NT.  That’s why both war and the death penalty are vexed questions which have always perplexed thinking Christians.  There have always been Christians on both sides of both fences.  Sunday worship is not the forum to debate these issues, but let me say this.  To those who believe that there can be occasions for a ‘just war’ or that the retention of the death penalty is justifiable this commandment says, “You must never think that human life is cheap and readily disposable.  You must remember that the indiscriminate maiming and killing of civilians is utterly indefensible and that all human life is precious because we are all made in God’s image.”  To those who campaign for the abolition of the death penalty, this commandment says, “Do not forget the value of the life of the murderer’s victim or the depth of pain and loss that their family will live with for the rest of their lives.”  To those who support unconditional pacifism, this commandment warns, “God has given society, whether in the form of the state or some international body the right and the responsibility to punish evildoers, to uphold law and order and to maintain public safety and peace.”

2
How is it broken?

i)
When we personally ‘murder’:

So this commandment is not simplistically saying that it is always wrong to kill.  But what it is definitely saying is that it is always wrong to personally and individually murder.  The Hebrew word for ‘murder’ used here is found 40 times in the OT.  It always refers to the death of a person and usually to a killing that involves the legal process.  It is used in Proverbs 22 of a lion killing a person.  Its commonest use is of premeditated murder (Numbers 35) or even unpremeditated murder (Deut 4).  It is never used to describe a death within the context of war.  So this commandment is broken when life is taken recklessly by any individual; out of anger, in violence or in bitterness, in uncontrolled passion, for vengeance, for robbery or for any selfish purpose.

ii)
When we knowingly and carelessly put people’s lives at risk:

Sometimes, we moan and complain at the complexity of modern life and especially the multitude of unnecessary red tape.  However, there are aspects of policy-making which are extremely good and necessary.  In fact every Health and Safety policy up and down the country is a deliberate attempt to put into practice the implications of this commandment in our daily lives.  Quite rightly now, legislation lays it down that working and living conditions must be safe and that they must not be injurious or poisonous to the individuals concerned.  But it wasn’t always like this.  Less than a hundred years ago, one of the most poisonous trades was match-making.  The matches were dipped in phosphorous which is a highly corrosive substance.  Over time it literally ate away the fingers and faces of the workers as they handled the matches.  The phrase ‘mad as a hatter’ comes from the time when top hats were polished with a black pigment made from lead.  Without realising it, over time the lead poisoned the workers, eventually leading to a form of dementia.  More recently we know of many people whose lives have been cut short by the effects of asbestos or the abuse of drugs.  In the nineteenth century thousands of people were compelled to live under conditions which in the end killed them.  Fourteen people lived in a single room, there was no ventilation, water was poor, authorities made little provision for waste disposal and killer diseases like cholera, TB and diphtheria raged.  People died by the thousand.

To compel people to live and work in conditions like these is tantamount to writing them a death sentence.  To knowingly put people’s lives in jeopardy in this way and to be ambivalent to the necessary changes, precautions or warnings is to break the sixth commandment, “You shall not murder.”

3
How should we respond?

It would be all too easy for us to look at this commandment and say, “well I’ve never murdered someone and I certainly wouldn’t dream of it and I’m glad science and legislation has moved on and no-one gets placed in positions of work or living that could be called life-threatening any more.”

The truth is that on a global scale things are often as bad for some people today as they were centuries ago.  Children are still being sent down dangerous mines in Peru, millions live in conditions of over-crowding, dirty water and no sanitation, millions are left to die of Aids because of a war over funding, a lack of education or even ill-founded religious piety or dogmatism.  What’s more, as science, technology and the global economy develops; as well as arousing us to dangers we were previously unaware of, they often create a completely new set of threats to life as God intended.  So the world gets warmer and as we debate over the price of fuel or airline tickets, millions of lives are put at risk in the poorest areas of the world.  Thousands struggle for existence because of unfair wages or have their health threatened because of cramped working conditions and inhumanly long hours.  Hundreds are blown up by the land mines scattered throughout the countryside following the aftermath of war. The list could go on…..

Now you and I may not be the direct cause of any of these problems but surely we are guilty by default if we knowingly allow them to continue without doing anything to help.  What sort of Christianity is it that says, “Well I’m all right with Jesus and that’s all that matters!?”

So what can we do to fulfil our Christian duty to ensure that the image of God is maintained in the lives of every person that God has created?  Well certainly whatever we do may seem like a drop in the ocean.  We’ll never be perfect, we’ll never rescue every drowning child, but what we mustn’t do is nothing.  Our motto surely must also be, “Every Little helps!”  Our attitude and commitment will be reflected in the little choices that we make- Buying more local and fair trade products; making do rather than throwing away and repurchasing just to keep up with Jone’s; assessing our energy consumption and contribution to greenhouse gases; recycling; taking an interest in the lives of those who are most vulnerable, whether it’s young people and adults in our own community or on the other side of the world.  That’s why we run the bible clubs, that’s why our church is open to organisations that help the community- the Montessori school, Arklow Men’s Group, The Multi-Cultural Association, the Speech and Drama Group.  That’s why I’ve organised for some visiting speakers to come to our Sunday Services between now and the end of the Year.  They will be able to inform us of the work of larger organisations such as The Leprosy Mission, Tear Fund, Christian Aid and Open Doors in other parts of the world as they seek to alleviate poverty, suffering and persecution and to lobby governments on these issues.  They will also give us ideas as to how we might get involved.  It also means giving our support to other organisations in our community that seek the welfare of people in who are suffering, who are vulnerable, whose lives are at risk.  That’s why we have a representative on the committee of the Arklow Social Inclusion Network.

Conclusion:

All life is sacred because every person is created in the image of God.  It is wrong for us to deface or destroy this image by indiscriminately taking someone else’s life.  Historically Christians have debated how this relates to the issues of capital punishment and a just war.  Certainly we must never personally murder someone out of anger, vengeance or selfishness.  While most of us would never consider such an action every day people’s lives are taken because of exploitation and the conditions they are forced to live and work under.  All of us, if we are to bear the name ‘Christian’ must play our part in restoring the image of God in the lives of those whose lives are at risk.  It demands that all of us ask the question, “Lord, what would you have me to do?”

Call:

“O love the Lord, all you His saints, for the Lord preserves the faithful.  Be of good courage and he shall strengthen your hearts.”

Invocation:

Almighty God, Father, Son and Spirit, we praise you because you are the creator of all things.  We bless you that you have made us and we belong to you.  We bless you that in your mercy we are made in your image even though that image is distorted because of our sinfulness.  Yet Father, we thank you that you love us so much and that you sent the Lord Jesus Christ to die on the cross for our sins.  Grant that as we join together to worship you each week that your holy spirit will transform us little by little into the likeness of Christ until that day when we arrive in your presence and your image in us will be fully restored.

Thanks and Confession:

When we have destroyed someone elses’s or even each others’ characters by gossiping or slandering

Lord, forgive us and help us to change.

When we have hurt someone else’s or even each other’s feelings by speaking unkindly

Lord, forgive us and help us to change.

When we have contributed to the suffering and destruction of other people’s lives by the way that we have lived

Lord, forgive us and help us to change.

When we have neglected to take an interest or speak out against the injustices and suffering of people here and in other parts of our world 

Lord, forgive us and help us to change.

Father we thank you that you are gracious and merciful, that you are slow to get angry with us and swift to bless us.  We thank you that you keep your promises to us.  So hear now the words of Jesus, “Go in peace, your sins are forgiven.”  Amen.

Intercession:

In silence now, we remember all who are sick, suffering and sorrowful:  Bring your comfort, your strength and your healing.

O Lord, all the nations of the earth are in your hands.  Grant to each your guidance and help them to seek to promote the welfare of all people.  Grant that every nation will feel the kinship that we share in being made in your image, however distorted it may have become.  Restrain us from jealousy, hatred, or feelings of superiority and pride.  Awaken in us the spirit of justice, fraternity and unity even when we disagree.  Unite us in bonds of international friendship that we might work together for the benefit of the whole world.  Make wars to cease, and hasten that day when your Kingdom will come in all its fullness and there will be peace and goodwill everywhere.  

O God, you are the lover of justice and peace.  Direct the minds and wills of those who are called to plan and organise for the welfare of the nations and the peace of the world.  Help organisations like the U.N. to be faithful stewards, to adhere to your laws and to genuinely care for the well-being of all people.  Grant that in word and deed they may promote your glory and bring about peace and goodwill among people.  We think of Irish peace-keeping forces and ask that you will go with them and protect them as they seek to shelter and shield those who are most vulnerable.

Give your church through your grace courage to fearlessly confess its faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Be especially near to all who suffer for the sake of the gospel.  Comfort those who are imprisoned.  Strengthen them with the power of your life-giving word and keep them from despair.  These prayers we offer in Jesus’ name who guides us to pray:

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name,

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day, our daily bread, And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who trespass against us,

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil,

For Thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory,

For ever and ever, AMEN.

Offering:

Lord thank you again for providing for us and so preserving our lives each day.  Help us to dedicate ourselves to providing for and preserving the lives of our families, of each other and of those who are in want or in danger of losing their lives.  This we ask in Jesus’ name, Amen.
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