Family Service

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS:

SENTENCES AND CALL:

PRAYER (Invocation):

PRAISE:
575
Rejoice the Lord is King
PRAYER (Confession and thanks):

PRAISE:
99 Come on and celebrate!
READINGS:
Esther 9: 20-29

ALL-AGE TALK:
Esther- Let’s Celebrate!

PRAISE and OFFERING:
Lord I lift your name on high
PRAYER (Offering and Intercession):

PRAISE:
357
Jesus Christ is risen today

BENEDICTION:
The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit; be with us all evermore.
(All- Age Talk
)


Esther- ‘Let’s Celebrate!’

Intro:

This morning I want to tell you the story of a woman who was so special that a whole book of the bible was named after her-  The book of Esther.  Esther was a Jew.  There are still millions of Jews all over the world to this day.  Jews are people who are the relatives of the people of the OT, the Israelites.  As Christians we believe and do many things that are different from Jews.  For example, as Christians we believe that Jesus is God.  Jews don’t.  But as Christians we also believe and do lots of things that are the same as Jews.  Like Christians, Jewish people read and try to live by what God has written down in the OT.  Every year Jews have a special party called the feast of Purim.  During that party they go to their church called the Synagogue.  The adults and the children all dress up and the Minister called a ‘Rabbi’ reads out the whole book of Esther.  Every time he reads out the name Esther or the name of her cousin Mordecai the people cheer and shout out ‘Hurray!’.  But every time he reads out the name of the wicked villain called Haman, the people boo and Hisss!

I thought it might be good if we did that this morning.  I’m going to read you a children’s version of the book of Esther.  Every time you hear the names ‘Esther’ or ‘Mordecai’ I want you to cheer and shout hurray and blow your instruments.  But every time you hear the name of the evil ‘Haman’ I want you to booo and hisss!  Do you think you can do that?

READ THE CHILDREN’S STORY OF ESTHER (Congregation cheer and boo!).

Lesson:

God teaches us many important lessons through the brave example of Esther.  He teaches us how important women and girls are in society.  He reminds us that He is always there in every situation no matter how difficult and that He can help us and deliver us from evil.  He teaches us that we should never be unkind or cruel to other people even if they have a different religion from us or a different skin colour or culture.  But the lesson that I want us to think about for a few moments is that God wants us to laugh and celebrate as we make our way through life.  In the story of Esther we read that a wicked prime minister called ‘Haman’ encouraged the King to make a rule that every Jew throughout the land of Persia was to be killed.  But Esther got to know the King very well and she persuaded him to send out a new rule.  This rule said that nobody was allowed to harm any Jewish person and that if they did, the Jewish person could defend themselves against the attacker.

Because of this change in the law, every Jew in the land of Persia was saved.  And to celebrate this great news, Esther commanded all the Jewish people to have a party for 2 whole days.  That party was called the ‘Feast of Purim’.  During this party the Jews would eat and drink, dance and sing and give special gifts to people who were poor.  The amazing thing is that Jewish people throughout the world have celebrated this party for 2 days every year since it first started at the time of Esther.  Every year Jews all over the world read the book of Esther like we did and have a great time for 2 days!  They do this in order to remember how God delivered their relatives all those years ago and to celebrate His goodness.  They praise God that He is still with them today and still wants to help them in the difficulties that they face.

There’s a lesson here for us too.  No matter what our circumstances in life, no matter how big the recession or how bleak the future looks, God is with us, He loves us and He will deliver us.  No matter how busy life becomes, or how difficult our circumstances we need to stop regularly and look for things to celebrate.  It may be an extension on a loan, it could be a good result in a test at school, it might be winning a chocolate bar at Wednesday club, a child’s birthday or a wedding anniversary, the car passing its MOT, the first pheasant of the new season, relief from a long-standing health problem or just the joy of seeing our adult children doing well in life.  There is so much in life to celebrate.  Let me encourage you to have your own regular ‘Feasts of Purim’, within moderation of course!    Let me encourage you to take many moments in the midst of life to look for things to celebrate and to rejoice in them individually, with your family, with your friends and with each other in the church.  Let me assure you that God delights in holy laughter, fun and celebration.

Above all, let me encourage you to come along to communion next week- to our own special Christian celebration.  When we remember and rejoice that God in Christ has freed us from the guilt and power of sin.  May we daily celebrate and give thanks to God that in Christ we are forgiven!  God is our friend not our enemy!  May we daily celebrate and give thanks that His Spirit lives within us and will give us the grace and strength to face every situation and to live the way God would want.

Call:

“Therefore since we have been justified by faith we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”…”Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace.”

Adoration and Invitation:

Heavenly Father, Almighty God we bow in your presence this morning to offer you the praise and worship that you deserve.  You are the King of Kings.  You are the Lord of Lords.  You are the one who rules over all.  You alone deserve our complete obedience.  We praise you that despite your awesome greatness that you are loving and compassionate to all you have made.  We bless you that you care for us and that everything that you allow to happen in our lives is ultimately for our good and for your glory.  We worship you for your utter faithfulness and for your power and willingness to provide all that we need.  We praise you for your ability to sustain us in any circumstance and to deliver us from all our foes.  Help us now as we come to worship you.  Focus our hearts and minds on you.  Help us to sing and pray with sincerity and out of hearts that really love you.  Help us to understand and obey as we listen to the bible reading and preaching.  Bind us together in deeper love and fellowship with one another.  So may you strengthen and encourage us through this service and may it bring you great joy in heaven.  This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

Thanks and Confession:

Lord, thank you for another opportunity in a busy week to stop and take time to examine our lives before you.  Bring to our minds now those things that we have said that we shouldn’t have said….PAUSE…Help us to remember the things that we have done that we shouldn’t have done…PAUSE…Show us the things that we should have said or done but which we have neglected…PAUSE…Lord, until we reach heaven we will always be dogged by the presence of sin.  Help us to change more and more each day so that we put off wrongdoing and wrong thinking and put on right action and right thinking.  Thank you for the comfort and assurance that when we honestly confess our sins and honestly want to change that you forgive us and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  Thank you that the perfect life of Jesus has been put down to our account so that we are now accepted in your sight.  Thank you that in Jesus we have become your friends.  Thank you that in Jesus your anger has been turned away from us.  Thank you that in Jesus we have been set free from the guilt and the power of sin.  Thank you that Christ’s Spirit now lives within us helping us and assuring us that one day we will be raised up to enjoy a far better and eternal life in the new heaven and the new earth.  Thank you for all the moments of life in which we can celebrate and give you thanks.  For health and strength, for food and fresh water, for a place to sleep, for good medical care, for friends and family, for special occasions and for freedom to come to church.  Lord the list of your blessings is endless.  Help us to remember them and teach us what it means to be able to thank you and trust you in all circumstances.  This we pray in Jesus name, Amen.

Offering and Intercession:

God of Peace, on a day when we remember all who have died in conflict throughout our world we pray that people everywhere may reject the use of nuclear weapons and the threat to use them.  God of peace we pray for all who are working to improve international relationships that they may find ways of true reconciliation.  God of peace we pray for all who are suffering as a result of war, the injured and disabled, the mentally distressed, the homeless and the hungry, those who mourn the dead and especially all who are without hope or friend to sustain them in their grief.  And Lord as we bring to you our financial offerings we also rededicate ourselves to be makers of peace in our homes, in our work, in our community and in our church.  Teach us again what it means to love those who are regarded as our enemies.  These things we ask in the name of Jesus Christ the Prince of Peace, Amen.
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