Family Service

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS:

SENTENCES AND CALL:

PRAISE:
51  Be Thou my vision

PRAYER (Adoration, confession, thanks and Invocation):

READING 1:
1 Samuel 17: 1-11 (page 288)

DVD:
(Chapters 3 and 4, David and Giant Pickle)

PRAISE and OFFERING:
49  Be bold be strong





Faithful One so unchanging (words below) on CD

OFFERING PRAYER:

READING 2:
1 Samuel 17: 45-51 (page 289)

DVD:
(Chapter 6 to the end, David and the Giant Pickle)

ALL-AGE TALK:
‘Overcoming our Giants’

PRAYER (Intercession):

PRAISE:
143  Fight the good fight with all Thy might
BENEDICTION:
The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit; be with us all evermore.
Faithful One

Faithful One so unchanging 
Ageless One You’re my rock of peace 
Lord of all I depend on You 
I call out to You, again and again 
I call out to You, again and again 

You are my rock in times of trouble 
You lift me up when I fall down 
All through the storm 
Your love is the anchor 
My hope is in You alone 

Faithful One so unchanging 
Ageless One You’re my rock of peace 
Lord of all I depend on You 
I call out to You, again and again 
I call out to You, again and again 

You are my rock in times of trouble 
You lift me up when I fall down 
All through the storm 
Your love is the anchor 
My hope is in You alone 




END

All-Age Talk



Overcoming our Giants

What was your favourite bible story growing up as a child?  Who was your favourite bible character?  Over the next 8 weeks we’re going to revisit some of these great bible stories and see what lessons we can learn from our bible heroes and heroines.

I don’t know whether you’ve ever heard the story of Dave and the Giant pickle- In my day it was David and Goliath.  But whether we’re 5 or 85 isn’t it wonderful that the lessons in the story are the same, yesterday, today and forever.  I want to draw your attention to 3 things we can learn from David’s battle with the mighty Goliath:

1
Even when we’re little or feel weak, with God’s help we can succeed:

There are times in life and tasks that we face when we all feel weak, when we feel small or not up for the match.  Maybe you’ve just started Montessori or primary or secondary school for the first time.  Perhaps you’re feeling weary as a parent trying to juggle the demands of work and family life.  Maybe as the years go on, your body and  mind aren’t just functioning the way you’d like them to and life’s becoming more and more of a struggle.  This story encourages us that when we are weak, God is strong.

David was just a dwarf compared with Goliath.  Physically he was weak and Goliath was strong.  But unlike Goliath David had faith in God.  This put him on God’s side.  And with God on his side he won his battle.  And the best bit about it was, because it was such a miss-match it was very clear that it was God who’d helped him win- God got all the glory.  The next time you’re feeling small and weak for whatever task is in front of you, remember God is on your side.  Talk to Him.  Ask Him for wisdom and strength.  He will help you.  With Him all things are possible.

2
Just be yourself, God will use you just the way you are:

When King Saul realised that David was serious about going out to face Goliath he immediately tried to dress him in his own armour and give him his weapons.  But for 15-year-old David, the armour was far too big and the weapons were far too heavy.  So David politely refused Saul’s offer.  He decided to face Goliath just as he was, the way God had made him to be.  So he went out dressed in his shepherd’s tunic carrying a shepherd’s weapons- a wooden staff and a leather sling with five smooth stones for ammunition.  And to everyone’s surprise God used David just the way he was to bring victory to the Israelites.

We all meet well-meaning King Saul’s in life.  People who try to tell us to be this or that or do this or that.  At times we all look at other people and envy their gifts, their abilities, their personality or whatever.  But God says to us through this story-  You’re special to me!  I’ve made you just the way you are and I will use you just the way you are.  Whether you are shy or extrovert, whether you’re black or white, whether you’re a blue collar or a white collar worker, whether you’re a background person or someone who is up-front and in the public eye.  God says to us through this story-Don’t try to be something or someone you’re not.  Never be afraid or ashamed of who you are and who God has made you to be.  Just be yourself and God will use you for His glory.

3
With God’s help we can overcome our giants:

In the video, the giant pickle to be honest isn’t that intimidating.  But when we look at the biblical account in detail we get a very different picture.  Goliath was 9 feet 9 inches tall.  He had a coat of mail from his shoulders to his knees that weighed 200lbs.  As well as a bronze helmet he wore bronze shin-pads and the bronze head of his spear alone weighed 25lbs.  But as well, he had his own personal bodyguard- another soldier who walked in front of him carrying a human-sized shield for added protection.  So the problem David faced was no mere discomfort, it wasn’t some flea-bite.  Goliath was an obstacle that in human terms it was impossible to overcome.  That’s why none of the other Israelite soldiers had the courage to face him.

We all have Goliaths in our lives.  What’s more these problems are real, they are serious and at times they are so great that we can see no way out of them.  It might be health giant, a financial giant, a relationship giant, a work or home giant.  Wherever our giants come from their effect is the same.  They intimidate us, they keep us awake at night, they cause us worry and fear, they sap our energy and rob our joy.

Young David was the only one in Israel who refused to allow himself to be intimidated by Goliath.  How did David manage that?  Well, it wasn’t because he was cock-sure of himself.  Rather, David’s confidence was in the Lord.  As he goes out to face Goliath he says, “You come at me with all your physical strength and armour but I come at you in the name of the Lord God of Israel.”

With his confidence firmly rooted in God, David was able to face Goliath head on.  With God’s help and wisdom David was given victory over the giant.  There is a timeless lesson for us all in this.  Whatever giants we have in life, trusting in God can help stabilise us.  When we spend time on our knees God gives us a strength that will enable us to face our giants head on.  Can I ask you this morning what is your giant?  What is it that’s keeping you awake at night, threatening your security, robbing you of joy?  Let me encourage you to bring it on your knees to God.  Allow Him to give you courage and strength.  Trust Him to give you the victory.  Remember, the battle belongs to the Lord!
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