Order of Service Arklow Presbyterian 10.00 a.m.

WELCOME:

CALL to WORSHIP:

PRAISE:
357
Jesus Christ is risen today, Hallelujah

PRAISE:
King of Kings, Majesty (Words below)
PRAYER (Adoration, Confession, thanks and invitation):

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

CHILDREN’S TALK:
‘To be sure is to want to obey God’

PRAISE:
‘Obey Obey O’ (Separate file on church computer-ask Marcus)

 (Announce that children leave for Sunday School after this hymn)

OT READING:
Psalm 1 (page 543)

NT READING:
1 John 3: 1-10 (page 1226-1227)

PRAISE:
My Heart is Filled with Thankfulness (Words below)
SERMON:
‘A Christian is someone who obeys God’s commands’

OFFERING and INTERCESSION:

PRAISE:
We are Marching in the light of God ‘Siya Hamba’  (Words below)

BENEDICTION:
The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit; be with us all evermore.
Children’s Address- ‘To be sure is to want to obey God’.

Quiz:  Write on board and get kids to fill in answers.

How can I be sure I’m a Christian?

Don’t trust how you _____________.

Trust what is written in the ___________.

‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be __________________.’

To believe means to _____________.

We need to trust that Jesus _____________ on the ____________ to forgive our sins.

A Christian is someone who __________ other people.

A Christian is someone who wants to ________________ God’s commands.

A Christian is someone who obeys the commands of God.

Intro:

“They’re here!”  “John did you check the bathroom?”  “Yes dear!”  “What about the living room?”  “Hoovered and dusted like you asked.”  “Is my hair OK?”  “Do you think this dress is too tight?”  “You look fine now stop worrying!”  “By the way, what’s that burning smell?”

I’m sure there have been similar exchanges in your house when someone important was on their way.  Maybe it was your mother in law or your new neighbour.  It could have been your daughter’s new boyfriend or even the new minister.  When someone significant is on their way, our stomachs churn, we dash around like mad things and we make sure that everything is in order so that the right impression is created.

I always used to laugh to myself when I’d visit some of my parishioners in Belfast on a Saturday night.  It was blatantly obvious that minutes after I’d pressed the doorbell, the cry had rung throughout the house, “It’s the minister!”  I’m certain this was followed by arms waving madly to clear the smoke from the air and a failed attempt to hide the glass of wine or beer behind the sofa!

John reminds the Christians in Ephesus that they are God’s children.  They have responded to His love to them in Christ and now He is their loving Father.  What’s more a day is coming in the future, maybe even tomorrow when their Lord will arrive unexpectedly.  On that day they will be transformed and perfected to be like Him.  It’s a wonderful hope, a joyful reunion to look forward to.  But he reminds them that it’s also a reunion that they need to be prepared for.  He writes, “Everyone who has this hope in him, purifies himself, just as He is pure.”

Just as we might clean up our house for the arrival of someone important, John encourages the Christians in Ephesus to keep their lives pure, so that they may be ready for the visit of the one who is all-pure, the Lord Jesus Christ.  John’s words apply exactly the same to us today.  If we have responded to God’s love in Christ, we are now God’s children.  One day in the future we are going to meet Christ either when He returns to judge the earth at His second coming or when we die and enter the world of eternity.  We want to be prepared for that important meeting.  One writer has put it like this, “The man or woman who knows that God is at the end of the road will make all of life a preparation to meet Him.”

A Christian, John says, is someone who lives in readiness to meet the risen Christ.  But what will it mean for us to live so that we’re ready to meet God and why does John feel the need to spell this out in his letter to the Christians in Ephesus?

Well once again John writes to counteract the influence of Gnostic teaching on these believers.  You see Gnostic teaching was causing some of these Christians to take a very lax attitude to sin.  As we’ve seen, the Gnostics taught that the body is evil.  So they argued that it didn’t matter what you did to the body because what happened to it was of no significance.  As a result many of them gave their bodies over to every conceivable vice and lust imaginable.  They also believed that a truly spiritual person was so protected by the spirit that you could sin to your heart’s content and not be harmed.  Finally, since Gnosticism was so wrapped up in discovering the secrets of the universe, they reasoned that a Gnostic’s ultimate goal was to experience both the heights and depths of everything that this world had to offer.  So they gave themselves over to experiencing every debase, dangerous and even occult practice.  The greatest danger of Gnosticism was that its teaching was put across in such fine sounding spiritual language.  Its advice was heralded as the truly spiritual way of enabling our spirits to become one with God.  As a result, many sincere but poorly instructed Christians were taken in by this philosophy.  As a consequence this faulty theology began to seriously affect their behaviour and their witness.  Many Christians had begun to get involved in every sexual and immoral practice, indulging every appetite of the body without any control.  They had begun to believe that it didn’t matter how much you sinned or how much you did wrong.  In fact they actually believed that this behaviour highlighted the distinction between the evil body and the good spirit and that this therefore was the best way to live.  It’s as if they were saying, “The more we sin, the more people will see that it’s only the spirit that is good, so let’s just do what we want!”

To counteract this false teaching John explains in his letter just what sin is, what it reveals about those who don’t care about it, and how it can be conquered.

So he writes, “Everyone who sins breaks the law, in fact sin is lawlessness.  But you know that Christ appeared so that He might take away our sins.  And in Him is no sin.  No-one who lives in Christ keeps on sinning.  No-one who continues to sin has either seen Him or known Him.  Dear children do not let anyone lead you astray.  He who does what is right is righteous, just as He is righteous.  He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning.  The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work.  No-one who is born of God will continue to sin because God’s seed remains in Him.  He cannot go on sinning because he has been born of God.”

There is a lot in this section but let me try and bring out a few simple points.  Firstly, like an angry lieutenant trying to sober up a drunken soldier John, metaphorically speaking, gives his readers a slap across the face.  He tells them sharply that sin is not something to be taken lightly because sin is breaking God’s laws.  “When you sin” John says, “you are deliberately disobeying God.  When you sin you are choosing to obey yourself and not God”.  

There are people today who claim to be Christians who have a similar attitude.  They make light of sin saying, “Well it doesn’t really matter.  Sure all I have to do is say sorry and I’m forgiven.  Actually, the more I sin the more I see how wonderfully gracious God is in forgiving me!”  Such thinking is a far cry from what the New Testament teaches about sin, God’s grace and His forgiveness.  So what does the bible say about these things.  What should a true Christian’s attitude to sin be?

Well, very simply, a Christian’s attitude to sin should be like that of oil to water.  The two simply cannot mix.  Our attitude to disobeying God should be like the two positive ends of a magnet.  Rather than being attracted to each other they are repelled!  John says Christ died to take away our sins.  This not only means that by trusting in Christ we are forgiven but also that our love for sinning is taken away.  Since Christ has loved us so much we want to emulate Him.  Since He never sinned, so with His help we try our very best not to sin.  Since His presence is always with us and in us, we are careful what we say and how we behave.  That’s why John writes, “No one who lives in Christ keeps on sinning.  No one who continues to sin has either seen Him or known Him!  Dear children do not let anyone lead you astray.  He who does what is right is righteous, just as Christ is righteous.”

Don’t be deceived by these Gnostics John warns.  A Christian is someone who is joined to Christ through faith.  A Christian is someone who does what is right.  A Christian is someone who doesn’t keep on sinning!  A Christian is someone who obeys God’s commands!

The reason this is true is because a Christian is someone who has been mysteriously, yet really and truly joined to the risen Christ.  That means they are united to the One who through His death and resurrection destroyed the work of the devil.  And that evil work from the beginning of creation has been to lead people away from God to get people to sin-disobey His commands.  A Christian, John writes, is someone who has become so one with Christ that the work of satan has been conquered in their lives.  So they have become someone who no longer wants to sin!  He puts it like this, “He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning.  The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work.”  

John goes on to say that a Christian is someone who has been ‘born again’ or ‘born of God’ and because of that they simply can’t go on sinning.  He writes, “No-one who is born of God will continue to sin because God’s seed remains in Him, he cannot go on sinning because he has been born of God.”

Basically being born again or born of God means that God changes a person radically from the inside out.  When we turn from sin and trust in Christ, God forgives us, accepts us and gives us a new nature, with new desires and a new potential to live the way God wants.  He also puts His Spirit within us who inspires us and helps us to live more like Jesus.  Such a change is so radical that it can only be described as being re-born or ‘born of God.’

That, says John, is what has happened to someone who is a real Christian!  So how do we know if someone who says, “I’m born again!” really has been?  How can we tell if we ourselves have been born again, if we really are Christians?  Well what does John say, what is the test?  In a nutshell he says “A Christian is someone who does not keep on sinning, A Christian is someone who obeys the commands of God. “ That’s what we’re encouraged to look for in the lives of others who claim to know Christ.  And above all, that’s what we are encouraged to look for in our own lives.

But there’s one last question that we need to answer in all of this.  How can John say a Christian is someone who does not keep on sinning?  How can he say that a Christian is someone who obeys the commands of God?  I mean, we all know from experience that there are times when we do, say or think wrong things.  There are always occasions when we sin, when we disobey God’s commands.

So what does John mean when he says a real Christian is someone who does not continue to sin?  How can that be when we all do sin?  Well, when you look at the Greek words John uses here we discover that John uses the word ‘sin’ in the present tense.  In Greek the present tense is used to describe an action that is habitual.  In other words, John is saying that a Christian is someone who does not continually and habitually sin without caring about it. 

We all sin at times.  We all disobey God at times.  And when we do, we need to be sorry for it, ask God to forgive us and be willing to change.  John says earlier in his letter that when we do that God forgives us.  He writes, “If we confess our sin God is faithful and just and will forgive us and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  This is sin that we fall into, that we regret, and that we want to change about.

But that is different from habitual or continually doing something that we know to be wrong with no remorse and no desire to change.  It is this type of sinning that John says a Christian cannot do because no-one changed by God, born again would want to live like that.

Yes, as Christians we sin, but when do so, we act out of character.  Yes as Christians we disobey god but when we do so, we are sorry that we have grieved our heavenly Father.  We want to say sorry to Him and we want to show that we mean it by not continuing to do that sin any more.  Sure we may fall again in the future, but each time we fall we confess, get up and with God’s help try not to go that way again.  As one minister used to say to me, “You can slip on a banana skin and fall in the gutter but you don’t lie there enjoying it!”  We all slip into the mire of sin, but if we’re really Christian we won’t want to stay there.  With God’s help we get up again and go forward on His road, on the right way.  That is what a Christian is, says John.  These are the signs that a person knows God, that they are united to Christ, that they have been truly born again.

A Christian is someone who does not make a habit of sinning without any real care.  A Christian is someone who wants to obey God’s commands and is repentant when they fail.  

So John says, put yourselves to the test- “This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are.  Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God, nor is anyone who does not love His brother.”  

Let me ask you this morning, Do you find within your heart a longing to do and say the right thing?  Do you find within your heart a sadness when you have disobeyed God and grieved Him?  Then take heart, for this is evidence that God does indeed live within you by His Spirit.  Take heart, because with this attitude you will be ready to meet Him when he comes or when your life should come to an end.

Conclusion:

So what is a Christian?  How can I be sure I am one?  These are the questions John has answered for us over the last 5 weeks.  John says,

A Christian is someone who believes that Jesus is the Messiah, God’s promised King.

A Christian is someone who believes that Jesus is fully God.

A Christian is someone who believes that Jesus is fully human.

A Christian is someone who trusts not in their own good works but in what Christ has done for them through His death and resurrection.  He is the atoning sacrifice that makes us friends with God.  He is our advocate pleading His perfect life on our behalf before the Father in heaven.  Only in Him do we find forgiveness for our sin.

A Christian is someone who through their faith in Christ has been united to Christ and born again by being changed from within.

A Christian is someone whose new internal nature will be expressed in outward change.

That change will be seen by a practical love for humanity and an increasing desire and commitment to obeying God.

A Christian is someone who even though they sin, will confess it and with God’s help repent of that sin day by day.

May God give us the courage to come to Christ in repentance and faith that we may receive this gift of new and eternal life.  Amen.
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