Order of Service Arklow Presbyterian 10.00 a.m.

WELCOME:

CALL to WORSHIP:

PRAYER (Adoration and Invitation):

PRAISE:
33
And can it be that I should gain

PRAYER (Confession and thanks):

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

CHILDREN’S TALK:
‘To believe is to trust God’s word’ (Part 2)

PRAISE:
445
Lord the light of your love is shining
(Announce that children leave for Sunday School after this hymn)

PRAYER (Intercession):

OT READING:
Isaiah 53: 1-6 (page 740)

NT READING:
1 John 4: 1-6 (page 1227)

PRAISE:
465
Meekness and Majesty

SERMON:
‘A Christian believes that Jesus is fully human’

OFFERING AND DEDICATION:

PRAISE:
52
God sent His Son they called Him Jesus
BENEDICTION:
The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit; be with us all evermore.
A Christian is someone who believes that Jesus is fully human.
Intro:
“Did you enjoy the service?”  I asked.  The smartly dressed 8 year old boy answered politely, “Yes but I’ve never seen a vicar without a dress before.”  There have been many other occasions when I’ve introduced myself to people who’ve shaken my hand with a surprised look upon their faces and the words, “Oh I didn’t realise you were a priest!”  It wasn’t that I was behaving in a way unfitting for a man of the cloth.  It was simply the fact that I wasn’t wearing a suit and collar!  I think people were surprised at how normal, how simply human I looked!  At times we’re all inclined to do that with Jesus.  We read the stories of the miracles that He did.  We have had experience personally of how He has helped and answered our prayers in an amazing way.  We’ve accepted what we’ve been taught about Him from the bible and believe that He is God.  But in all this we forget that at the same time he is wonderfully and perfectly human- just like you and me.  Stop and let that sink in for a moment.  Jesus was and is as perfectly human as you and me.  He was suckled from his mothers bosom.  He had his nappy changed.  He needed someone to spoon feed him.  He got spots on his face.  He caught colds and flus.  He found it difficult to share or not to stare too much at next door’s beautiful daughter.  It’s so easy for us in our worship of Christ as Lord to forget that He is altogether human!
That’s what was happening to some of the Christians in Ephesus.  False teachers had infiltrated their ranks and were putting in their minds wrong ideas about Jesus.  Last week we learned how the Jews denied that He was the Messiah.  They denied that He was God.  But this week I want us to look briefly at the influence of another group called the Docetists.  Their name comes from the Greek word ‘dokein’ which means ‘to seem’.  So they were also referred to as the ‘seemists’.  This was because their central belief was that Jesus wasn’t fully human.  They were influenced by the Gnostics who believed that only spirit was good and that all matter or material things were evil.  So the Docetists believed that Jesus, being divine could not have taken on human flesh.  They denied the bodily incarnation of Christ.  Instead they taught that Jesus only ‘seemed’ to have a body.  They taught that Jesus was a purely spiritual being with only a phantom body.  We can see how this teaching influenced many in the early church for we find glimpses of it even in the Apochryphal book ‘The Acts of John.’  This wasn’t written until about AD160 and in it says that when Jesus walked he never left a footprint on the ground.
1
We need to test everything by comparing it to scripture:
The apostle John warns the Christians in Ephesus strongly about these teachers.  He writes in Chapter 4 of 1 John, “Beloved do not believe every Spirit, but test the Spirits, whether they are of God because many false prophets have gone out into the world.  By this you know the Spirit of God:  Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God.  And every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of god.  And this is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard was coming and is now already in the world.”
So John says “Don’t believe everything you hear!”  “Don’t believe those who tell you that Jesus didn’t come in human flesh.”  You know I’m amazed sometimes at how undiscerning some Christians can be.  Maybe it’s because we haven’t looked at the bible enough ourselves to know what it teaches.  Maybe it’s because we think it’s unkind to not accept something that someone else says.  But I’m astounded that many Christians will accept anything that is written in a book, or that someone tells them, or that they see on television just because it is put forward by someone who claims to be Christian or looks respectable.  God never encourages us in the bible to leave our minds at the door.  God never encourages us to be lazy in our thinking and in our reading and study of scripture.  God never encourages us to be naive about the devils schemes to lead us into error.  No, through his apostle John God says to us this morning, “Watch out!”  “Be careful!” “Don’t believe everything you hear, even if it’s on the God channel!”  “Test the Spirits!”  “Make sure that whatever people are saying that they are being true to the bible and that they are interpreting it in context and in light of the historical circumstances that it was written in.”  And that goes for me too as your minister.  I am only human.  I am not infallible.  I am not beyond correction if anything I say to you is not from scripture.  It’s also why coming to church every Sunday is so important.  We do not come to be entertained!  Yes it’s good to enjoy God.  But worship is so much more than having lively music.  It’s about pouring out our hearts to him and giving Him the honour that he deserves.  It’s about sitting at God’s feet and listening intently to what he says in the bible.  It’s about being willing to go from this place every week determined to obey what we have heard and so bring glory and honour to His name!  It’s here that we worship and it’s here that we learn what God is like , what He says to us and how we should respond!  As we start a new season let me encourage you to keep making this place a priority in your life.  But as well as that make the reading and the study of the bible a priority in your life for only then will you be able to tests the spirits and discern truth from error.  To that end we’re looking to set up a resource library of Christian books.  Maybe you have some that you would like to donate.  Please place them in the box at the front.  We’re also hoping to ensure that there will be opportunity in future for everyone to read and discuss the bible together.  So at the beginning of September I’ll be sending out a questionnaire.  There will be opportunity in that to say how often you could commit to bible study during the year and what days and times would suit you best.  Once we’ve collated the information we will know how best to accommodate as many people as possible.
2
Scripture teaches us that Jesus is fully God and fully Human:
So John says we need to test the Spirits against the authority of scripture.  So what does scripture teach us about Jesus?  Well we’ve already seen that it explains that He is the Messiah- God’s promised King.  We have seen that the bible teaches that He is fully God, the second person of the Trinity, the Son of God.  And this morning as John is at pains to point out to the Ephesians, we learn that He is completely human.  As we read through the gospels the full humanity of Jesus becomes clear.  We read of Jesus being hungry, feeling weary, experiencing pain.  We read of him having to battle with temptation, being persecuted and suffering terribly through his death on the cross.  We even learn that he was ignorant of certain facts.  You see the truth of the incarnation means that the son of God lived His Divine -Human life in and through a human mind and body at every point.  Jesus only drew on His Divine resources to go beyond human limits of knowledge and energy when he needed to or when he had to obey a particular requirement of His father’s will.  So he allowed himself to be tempted in every way that we are and to the same extent of struggle.  But His Divinity enabled Him always to overcome temptation so that he never ever sinned.  The mystery of the gospel is that Jesus Christ was both fully God and fully man.  He was constantly both human and divine in nature.  A Christian John tells us is someone who believes this truth.  A Christian is someone who believes that Jesus is completely God.  A Christian is someone who believes that Jesus is completely human.
3
Because Jesus is fully God and fully man we can be saved:
The last thing I want to ask is this So what?  What does it matter what we believe about Jesus?  What does it matter if we believe that He is fully God?  What does it matter whether we believe that He is fully man?  Very simply, if Jesus isn’t both God and man, then we cannot be saved from sin.
You see, for sin to be atoned for, a perfect sacrifice was needed.  Only God is perfect, so God had to become the sacrifice for sin Himself.  Thus Jesus, God the Son took this responsibility on Himself by dying on the cross.  But who is it that has sinned?  It’s humans, not God.  It’s you and me!  Who deserves to be punished for sin?  Humans!  So to pay the price for human sins, Jesus had to be human!  If Jesus is not God and if Jesus is not man then we are still in our sins and we have not been forgiven and reconciled to God.  But the great news this morning is that Jesus is completely God and completely human.  Through His death and resurrection we can be forgiven and we can be the friends of God.  Let me ask you this morning.  Have you repented of your sin?  Have you asked God to forgive you and told Him that you want to change?  Have you trusted in who Christ is and what He has done for you at the cross?  Have you asked Him to become the King and Master of your life?  Let me encourage you to do so if you haven’t already knowing God’s promise, “Whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
4
Because Jesus is fully God and fully man we can receive help for every circumstance:
But as well as ensuring our salvation there is another reason why it is essential that Jesus is fully human.  It’s so that he can understand us and so that he can help us no matter what it is in life that we go through.  But because he has gone through every human experience- pressure, weakness, temptation, hunger, pain, persecution and suffering, He understands us and He can help us.  It is for this reason the writer to the Hebrew Christians encourages them with these words, “For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathise with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are yet without sin.  Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”
Does Jesus know what it’s like to have financial difficulties?
Does Jesus know what it’s like to be treated unfairly?
Does Jesus know what it’s like to be double crossed and deserted by his friends?
Does Jesus know what it’s like to suffer and be in pain?
Absolutely!  There is no experience of life that Jesus doesn’t understand because He is fully human.  The best thing is He doesn’t just understand He cares about it deeply and He is able to give us the grace and strength to see us through.  Let me encourage you whatever you are facing, however difficult or painful it seems to bring it to Jesus in prayer.  I assure you that He will help.
Conclusion:
John warns the Christians in Ephesus to watch out for false teachers.  We need to do the same.  When someone trains to spot a forgery what they do is to spend hours studying the real article whether it’s a bank note or a painting or whatever.  Its only when they’ve become so familiar with the real thing that they can spot a forgery.  So too the only way we can spot false teaching is if we become so familiar with God’s word that we know when someone is saying something false.  Let me encourage you to make reading and studying the bible a priority in your life.
John reminds the Ephesian Christians not to trust those who deny the incarnation.  A Christian he says is someone who believes that Jesus Christ is fully human.
Praise God Jesus is fully human.  Because now we can be sure that in Him our sins are forgiven.  Now we can be certain that whatever we’re going through He understands and He can help us.
Call:  “It is a good thing to give thanks to you O Lord and to sing praises to your name, O most High.  It is good to celebrate your loving kindness in the morning and your faithfulness every night.”
Adoration and Invitation:
Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit we stand amazed in your presence this morning.  Amazed that despite our sinfulness that you love us more than we can ever imagine.  We bless you Father for giving us your Son.  We praise you Jesus for being willing to die for our sins.  We thank you for sending us the gift of your Spirit to live in us and be with us forever.  So we ask that you will help us by your Spirit today to worship you sincerely and with all of our hearts.  And may our worship bring you great delight for you alone are worthy of our praise.  This we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.
Thanks and confession:
Father thank you for giving us such good weather for the carnival yesterday.  Thank you for giving us the strength and different gifts and abilities to make it all happen.  Thank you for every willing volunteer and for everyone who supported us with their presence.  Lord thank you that you always provide for us.  Thank you that through this effort you will provide for children in Malawi.  Thank you that through this effort you will provide for our growing needs as a church here in Arklow.  Father forgive us when we forget to stop in the busyness of life and say thanks.  Forgive us when we seek to take credit that should go to you.  Forgive us when we fail to trust that you have promised to provide for us.  Thank you above all that you have provided for our salvation through the riches of your Son Jesus Christ.  It’s in His name that we pray, Amen.
Intercession:
Everyone struggling with flu/suspected swine flu
Doctors, nurses health care workers struggling with the extra burden
Young people awaiting and receiving exam results and for important decisions that have to be made regarding their future.
Sick, lonely, bereaved
Flooding in Taiwan

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread, And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those who trespass against us, And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil, For Thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory, For ever and ever, AMEN.
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