Family Service

WELCOME:

SENTENCES AND CALL:

PRAYER (Invocation):

PRAISE:
367
Jesus is Lord, creation’s voice proclaims it
PRAYER (Confession and thanks):

PRAISE:
‘Obey Obey O!’

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

READINGS:
1 John 5: 1-5 (page 1228) and Mark 4: 35-41 (page 1006)

ALL-AGE TALK:
‘Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God’ (Calm Storm story)

PRAISE and OFFERING:
‘Shout your fame’ (Messiah, God)

PRAYER (Offering and Intercession):

PRAISE:
689
Thine be the glory

BENEDICTION:
The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit; be with us all evermore.
Jesus Calms the Storm. (Mark 4: 35-41)

Intro:

Get everybody to pretend they are in a boat- rowing.

Lift anchor, hoist sails etc.

Wind gets up (hair dryer)

Rain starts (Spray)

Thunder and lightning (Computer screen and sound)

Tell story of Jesus and disciples in boat

Explain you want people to make noises (storm and fear)

Lesson:

The gospel writers included this story about Jesus calming the storm to show the readers of the gospels that Jesus was the Son of God, that Jesus was Divine.  Only God has power over nature.  Only God can tell the wind and rain to stop.

Last week we learned that the early Christians in Ephesus were being troubled by false teachers.  As a result they were beginning to wobble in their faith.  They were threatened by the Gnostics who denied that Jesus came in human flesh.  But they were also troubled by many Jews.  You see the Jews did not believe that Jesus was the Messiah and they didn’t believe that Jesus was God.

So in his letter John writes to these Christians to try and help them to understand who Jesus is and to try and reassure them in their faith.  So John says to them that a Christian is someone who believes that Jesus is the Christ.  The word Christ or ‘Christos’ is a translation of the Hebrew MASHIAH which in English is Messiah.  It means the anointed one.  In the OT the Jews viewed the King as someone who was appointed by God.  In the OT the Jews anointed the person to be King by pouring olive oil on them.  Throughout the OT the Jews were waiting for God to give them a new King who would restore God’s rule in their nation and give them victory over their enemies.  When Jesus came many believed he was the Messiah and that he would give them political victory over the Romans who had occupied Israel and Palestine.  But when Jesus died on the cross many Jews decided that Jesus couldn’t have been the Messiah.  They failed to realise that His Kingship, His Messiahship was not about getting political freedom.  It was about getting freedom from sin through Jesus’ death and resurrection.  Don’t heed those false teachers John says, “Jesus is the Messiah!”  Jesus is God’s promised King who will set God’s rule up in our hearts and who will deliver us from sin!

But John also says that a Christian is someone who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.  In the OT the term Son of God is used for a number of things.  It is used of the Israelites (God’s people, his sons if you like).  It is once used of angels who are described as sons of God.  It is also used to describe Israel’s King appointed by God and therefore the son of God.  The reference to the King is the closest meaning to how the term son of God is used in the NT.  So when the NT uses the term son of God it is often as a reference to God’s appointed King, the Messiah.  The term Messiah (God’s anointed) was used to describe Israel’s King.  The King was also referred to as the son of God.  So the terms Messiah and Son of God are linked and can refer to God’s promised King.  The one who would come to set up God’s Kingdom on earth in a new way.

But as well as using the term Son of God to show that Jesus was God’s promised King, John used the term Son of God to show that Jesus was Divine.  I don’t have time to go through this in detail with you this morning but let me give you a few glimpses of how John uses this term to show that Jesus is indeed God.

Firstly, it is clear that Jesus’ sonship to God the Father is different from any human sonship.  For when John talks about men and women he uses the Greek word ‘tekna’ which means children.  So you and I and every human person, including any human Kings or Queens could be described as ‘tekna’ of God- children of God.  But when John speaks about the sonship of Jesus he uses the Greek word ‘ho huios’ which means ‘the son’.  So it’s clear that Jesus’ relationship to the father is unique.

But just how is it unique?

Well John says it is a sonship that is eternal.  In John1 verse 1 he writes “In the beginning was the word and the word was with God and the word was God.”  Here John calls Jesus the word.  He says that Jesus was with the father eternally before the beginning of creation.  He says that Jesus is not only with God the father but that Jesus is God.  He goes on to say that all things were created through Him.  “Through Him all things were made.”  Only God can create.  If Jesus is creator then He is God.

John records Jesus explaining his sonship to his disciples.  They are afraid when he tells them he will be going back to heaven so Jesus reassures them by saying, “If you have seen me you have seen the father”.  John also records Jesus in discussion with the Jewish religious leaders about His identity.  Jesus turns to them and says, “I and the father are one.”  At this the Pharisees pick up stones in order to kill him.  Jesus asks them “which miracle are you stoning me for?”  They answer, “We are not stoning you because of these but for blasphemy because you a mere man claim to be God.”

So John says Jesus claimed to be one with God the Father and to see him was to see God the Father.  Clearly the religious leaders of hid day understood Jesus’ explanation of his sonship as a claim to be divine.

It is no wonder then that when Jesus appears to the doubting Thomas after His resurrection that John records Thomas reaction-  Thomas fell to His knees and cried, “My Lord and my God!”

So when John describes Jesus as the Son of God he is not only saying that He is the Messiah, He is saying that Jesus in His very nature is God.

That’s why we worship Jesus- because only God is to be worshipped.

That’s why He is called Saviour because only God can save.

That’s why in Him we have forgiveness of sins because only God can forgive sin.

Conclusion:

John says to us this morning, “A Christian is someone who believes that Jesus is God.”  Don’t listen to anyone whether it be Jehovah’s witnesses or the Mormans or anyone else who deny the historic Christian belief that Jesus is God.  Such people sadly are false teachers.  

Only God can say to the wind and rain, “Be still!”  And because He is God, Jesus is able to help us no matter what storms we face in life.  Let me encourage you to trust in Jesus as your Saviour.  Let me encourage you to believe that He is God.  Let me encourage you to pray to him continually- He is able and willing to help you.
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